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Now is the perfect time to start to enjoy the benefits that we offer you 
through Hydrotherapy, recommended not just for fun but also for impro-
ving flexibility, arthritis, diabetes, sport injuries and decreasing blood 
pressure. Offering you Wellness at Home throughtout Spain with next 
day delivery on models in stock (+ 40 units). More than 15 models to view 
in our Showroom. 

NOW is the perfect time to start to enjoy the benefits that we offer you through Hydrotherapy,                    
recommended not just for fun but also for improving flexibility, arthritis, diabetes, sport injuries, blood 
pressure and much more. We at “The Spa Superstore” are here to guide you with your new health              
investment, finding the Spa which is right for you with the best warranties given from the largest Spa and 
Wellness manufacturer in  Europe— WELLIS. As the oficial distributor for them—we offer Wellness at     
Home throughout Spain with next day delivery on models in stock. At our Showroom with easy access and 
parking open from 09.30hrs—18.30hrs Monday—Friday and 10.00hrs—13.30hrs Saturdays or by                   
appointment, you can see and try the wide selection of the latest models available or we can come and give 
you a free home inspection without obligation.  We also offer Part Exchange and Technical Service. 

Before you buy—give us a try!         info@wellisonline.com 

We also offer Made to Measure Thermal Covers for your Spa, Free Maintenance Steps, Hand Rails, Cover Lifters, Spa 
Trays, Towel Rails, Spa Parasols, Cartridge Filters, Spa Sanitizers, Spare Parts and Technical Service on ALL SPAS.  
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Welcome to the 
December edition of 
ALIS.
It´s that time of year again where, hopefully, 
we all get together with our loved ones for 
the annual festivities. Sadly there will be one 
less around our table this year, but hey, the 
show must go on as they say. 

From me, and the rest of the ALIS team 
we wish you all a very merry christmas and 
hopefully a return to some sort of normality 
next year. Have a great time.

So what´s in this month?

There´s a great article on Alicante. If you´ve 
not visited this town then it really should be 
on your list. There is literally something for 
everyone.

Whilst this months food and drink focuses 
on the region of Cantabria. This is another 
must visit region.

Enjoy this month’s magazine

Remember – all of our articles and over 
10,000 properties for sale and rent are 
available online at:

www.alifeinspain.com
ALIS is not responsible for the accuracy or content of any articles 
published in the magazine or online and proffessional advice is 
reccomended. ALIS does not endorse any company advert or article 
herein. We try to make sure the content is accurate but cannot be held 
responsible for inaccuracy.

contact           :
enquiries@alifeinspain.com
peter.clarke@alifeinspain.com

TEL: 660 170 355
deposito legal: MU 1390-2016
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Most Iconic hotels
in Spain 

Alfonso XIII Hotel 
in Sevilla  

Large hotel buildings are synonymous with luxury. In a continuous flow of customers, they are usually among the 
best-known buildings in their cities, next to cathedrals, former colleges or old fortresses. It is no coincidence that the 
image that their guests receive depends to a large extent on their stay. They are also places where major festivals, 
events and celebrations are held. Resisting the passing of the decades or rising from the ashes, the most iconic hotels 
in Spain continue attending to those who can afford to pay for one of their rooms. 

Hotel Alfonso XIII. 
The location of this building, one of the most iconic hotels 
in Spain, is one of its greatest assets. It is surrounded 
by the Plaza de España with its fountains, the María 
Luisa Park, the Royal Tobacco Factory and the Reales 
Alcázares. An ideal setting, close to the cathedral, in 
which it has prospered since it opened in 1928. Seville 
and Barcelona share the fact that they both hosted 
major international exhibitions during the first third of 
the 20th century. As a result, their architectural heritage 
grew considerably. For example, this historic building 
was built as a result of the Ibero-American Exhibition of 
1929. 

The monarch after whom it is named was closely 
involved in the construction of the building and attended 
its opening. Both the exterior and the interior rooms mix 
Mudejar and regional Andalusian elements. The result is 
an ensemble with details reminiscent of great Andalusian 
monuments, such as the Mosque of Cordoba. Diana, 
princess of Wales, has been one of its most famous 
guests. 





Carols
Tinsel
Baubles
A star
An angel
A Christmas tree
A sleigh
The snow
A snowman
An elf
A reindeer
The present

Merry Christmas!

Happy New Year!

Where is the nativity scene?

Do you celebrate midnight mass?

Let’s do secret Santa!

Pass me the 12 grapes

What is the “Roscón de Reyes”?

Here is your present

Christmas
Let’s Learn Spanish

Now try our wordsearch:

Villancico
Angel
Regalo
Reno
Elfo

Nieve
Trineo
Navidad
Estrella
Reyes

Vocab

¡Feliz Navidad!

¡Feliz año nuevo!

¿Dónde está el belén?

¿Celebras misa del gallo?

¡Hagamos amigo invisible!

Pásame las uvas de la suerte

¿Qué es el roscón de reyes?

Aquí tienes tu regalo

Phrases

Fay leith nav vee dad
Fay leith ann yo noo wave oh

Don day ess tah ell bell len
Thay lay bras me sah del guy yo

Agg gar moss am ego in viz see bleh

Pas sah meh lass oov vas day lah swear tay

Kay ess ell ross con day ray yez

Ah key tee yen ays two reg gar low

Los villancicos
El espumillón
Las bolas de navidad
Una estrella
Un ángel
Un árbol de navidad
El trineo
La nieve
Un muñeco de nieve
Un elfo
Un reno
Los regalos

Loss vee yan thee cos
Ell ess poo mee yon
Lass bowl las day nav vee dad
Oon nah ess tray yah
Oon ann hell
Oon are bowl day nav vee dad
Ell trin nay yoh
Lah knee ev aye
Oon moo nyek ko day knee ev aye
Oon ell foe
Oon ray know
Loss reg gar loss



Christmas

Fay leith nav vee dad
Fay leith ann yo noo wave oh

Don day ess tah ell bell len
Thay lay bras me sah del guy yo

Agg gar moss am ego in viz see bleh

Pas sah meh lass oov vas day lah swear tay

Kay ess ell ross con day ray yez

Ah key tee yen ays two reg gar low
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Feel Closer To Home in Alicante.
By Heidi Wardman. 

People 
If you are thinking of relocating, then Alicante city 
is the ideal place to start your new life. Located 
on the south-eastern coast of Spain on the 
Costa Blanca, Alicante is the capital city of the 
Alicante Province, and has always been a popular 
destination for tourists from the United Kingdom, 
Ireland and other parts of Europe. However, with 
its pleasant Mediterranean climate, cheaper 
living costs and relaxed atmosphere and outlook, 
hundreds of expats have decided to up sticks and 
start a new life in the sun. The city itself is home 
to over 400 000 people, and when considered 
alongside of surrounding towns of the Province, 
such as Elche and Orihuela, is recognized as 
the eighth largest urban area of Spain. Whilst the 
majority of the population is Spanish, Alicante has 
evolved into a truly multicultural settlement, and 
is home to foreign residents from the UK, Ireland, 
Germany, France, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, 
The Netherlands, Argentina, Ecuador, Morocco, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Algeria, Colombia and a 
whole host of others! The two official languages 
of Alicante are Castellano, which is the official 
Spanish language, and Valenciano, a regional 
form of Catalan. However, due to its considerable 
tourist industry, large expatriate community, and the 
study of English in modern schools, many people, 
particularly the younger generations, speak very 
good English. Most road signs, official documents 
and other important information sources appear 
in Castellano and Valenciano, and now are very 
often available in English, German and Russian.  

Climate 
Alicante has the sort of climate that most expats 
dream of, which is characterized by extremely 
long, hot summers; mild, pleasant winters; and 
with very little rainfall throughout the year! The 
average number of rainy days per year is just 
thirty- seven- perhaps the number of dry days 
that we are accustomed to receiving in the UK 
and Ireland! However, beware that when it rains, it 
REALLY rains! With little warning, the weather can 
switch from fine sunshine to a torrential downpour, 
resulting in localized flooding and causing 
everything to grind to a halt in certain areas of 
the city! During the summer, temperatures can 
soar to a sticky 38°C (101.1°F), although average 
temperatures range from 21.2°C (70°F) to 30.8°C 
(87°F). During the winter, Alicante experiences 
lows of around 6°C (43°F), rising to17.0°C (63°F), 
with January usually being the coldest month.  

Offering vibrant culture and tradition, as you would expect to find in a Spanish 
city, combined with a thriving expat community and all of the services that you will 
need to continue a happy, hassle free life, Alicante really has it all!  
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Travelling Around 
Expatriates living in Alicante can use their foreign 
driving license in conjunction with an international 
driving permit for up to six months, at which point 
they must apply to exchange it for a Spanish one. As 
in all major cities, Alicante welcomes a high volume 
of traffic with commuters getting to work and visitors 
checking out the sights, as well as locals going about 
their business. However, it is only in the height of 
summer that you are likely to find major congestion, 
and parking in the centre is also a headache during 
high season. 

There are a number of designated parking areas, as 
well as places where parking is not permitted, such 
as across garages and reserved driveways, so be 
aware of the traffic signs to avoid hefty fines! If you 
are not keen on jumping behind the wheel, Alicante 
offers a selection of public transport options, from 
regular buses to a sophisticated electric tram system 
that runs throughout the city and surroundings, linking 
with the popular seaside resort, Benidorm. Alicante 
also benefits from extensive rail links, connecting 
it with Valencia, Barcelona, Madrid, and Murcia. In 
addition, a recently renovated international airport is 
situated just outside of the city, taking passengers to 
destinations around the world. 



Education 
Ensuring that your child continues to receive a 
quality education and secure future is a worry for 
most parents, and one of the biggest issues that 
expats face when considering relocating to Spain. 
….. 

Will they be able to settle into a Spanish school? 
How will they cope with receiving lessons in a 
different language? Will they receive additional help 
if they are falling behind? Will they make friends 
easily? ….. 

These are all complex questions, but generally 
speaking, the younger they are the better they 
will adapt! Expats living in Alicante will be able 
to send their children to a public school without 
paying fees, provided that they register on the 
Empadronamiento or Padrón, which is similar to 
the census and maintained by every town hall 
in the country. For older children who may find it 
difficult to cope with complex subjects in a different 
language, a private international school may be a 
better option. There are several to choose from in 
Alicante that even follow the British curriculum, such 
as the International School in Alicante, the COBIS 
British School of Alicante, and the Kings College 
British School of Alicante. Alicante has one institute 
of higher education, the University of Alicante, which 
is located in San Vicente del Raspeig, and attracts 
students from countries across the globe.  

 

Beaches 
Once all the serious stuff is out of the way, you will 
be eager to explore your new home, and there is no 
better way to start than a relaxing day at the beach. 
Alicante has no shortage of sun, sea and sand, with 
a selection of golden stretches lying right on the 
doorstep.  
San Juan Beach (Playa de San Juan) 
Playa de San Juan is one of Alicante’s most popular 
beaches, lying around 4.5 miles from the city centre. 
It has repeatedly been awarded the European 
Union’s “Blue Flag” standard for excellence, and is 
the perfect spot for sunbathing and swimming, with 

a good selection of shops, bars, cafes, restaurants 
and water sports on the beach.  
Postiguet Beach (Playa del Postiguet) 
Located at the foot of Alicante’s impressive castle, 
Castillo de Santa Barbara, the beautiful Playa 
del Postiguet is framed by palm trees, giving it a 
romantic, serene ambience. Its central location 
makes it a great tourist attraction, as they are easily 
lured by crystal clear waters and glistening golden 
sands.  
Saladares - Urbanova Beach 
This is one of the longest stretches of sand on 
Alicante’s southern coastline, continuing over 
16,000 metres and spanning 50 metres in width. It is 
situated in the residential area of the city, attracting 
mainly locals as opposed to tourists- which is great 
news during the summer! Nonetheless, it is still 
very well maintained to Blue Flag standard and 
has access to a variety of facilities such as beach 
patrol with lifeguards and watchtowers, toilets, foot 
showers and parking facilities. 



Famous Sights And Landmarks 
Whilst it has witnessed rapid expansion during the 
past decade, Alicante city has managed to retain 
much of its original character and heritage. It holds 
something of interest for people of all ages, from 
historical buildings and the grand architecture seen 
in its cathedral to the eerie tunnels of the Canelobre 
Caves.  

Castle of Santa Barbara (Castillo de Santa 
Barbara) 
Standing on the top of Mount Benacantil, the Castle of 
Santa Barbara overlooks the entire city and beyond, 
and is one of the biggest mediaeval fortresses of 
Spain. It is reported that when the castle is viewed 
from a certain point at El Postiguet beach, an odd 
projected part in the shape of a human face known 
as the “Moor’s Head” can be seen. The castle has its 
own museum, “The Museum of the City of Alicante” 
(MUSA), which gives visitors an insight into different 
periods of Spanish history, and houses some of the 
country’s most treasured archaeological materials, 
sculptures and busts of famous Spanish people.  

Co-Cathedral of St Nicholas Bari (Concatedral 
de San Nicolás de Bari) 
Situated in the old town, near the town hall, the Co-
cathedral of Saint Nicolás of Bari was constructed 
throughout the 17th Century in renaissance and 
baroque styles. It is easily recognized for its striking 
blue dome, and surrounded by beautiful gardens. 
The building forms part of the Diocese of Orihuela-
Alicante, and was upgraded to the title of cathedral 
by Pope John XXIII in 1959. 

Shopping 
The Rambla de Méndez Núñez is simply a 
shopaholic’s heaven. With a pleasing mix of high 
street stores and exclusive boutiques, this is the 

place to come if you plan to shop ‘til you drop, and 
there are a plethora of delightful cafes and eateries 
where you can refuel along the way. Why not take 
time out from the bustling high street, with a stroll 
along the seafront promenade and harbour area, 
where you will also find a variety of market stalls and 
souvenir shops. The Gran Via shopping Centre is 
located just outside of the city centre, and is home to 
all of your favourite stores, as well as an extensive 
food hall, cinema and bowling alley. 

Nightlife And Eating Out 
With a thriving tourist industry and equally high 
number of permanent residents, not to mention the 
multicultural student community, it is no surprise 
that Alicante city is a great place to spend a night 
out! There are a plethora of trendy bars, and top 
restaurants serving international cuisine at very 
reasonable prices, whilst the selection of clubs 
will cater for most musical tastes and the majority 
remains open until the sun comes up!  

A Word From the Locals…. 
Overall, Alicante has a great deal to offer to expats 
from all walks of life. But don’t take our word for it! 
We asked British resident, Cara Young how she has 
adapted to life in the city. 

“Alicante is a great choice for anyone thinking 
of relocating. Unlike other areas, there is loads 
going on here all year round, and the employment 
outlook is also positive. As it is quite a compact 
city, it somehow maintains a community feel, and 
the Spaniards living here are extremely welcoming 
and happy to share their culture and traditions with 
newcomers! The fiestas are fantastic, particularly the 
summer solstice or “San Juan”, which is celebrated 
with massive beach parties, loads of fireworks and it 
is literally a competition to be the last man standing!” 



Please note that when busy, due to the fact that we work with fresh ingredients, it may take up to 
45 minutes before your food is served. 

 

Starters 

Homemade Soup (Available October-April) 5,30 

Mussels in Creamy White Wine Sauce (GF) 6,90 

Spicy Buffalo Wings with Blue Cheese Dip - Six 6,70/Twelve - 11,20 

Duck Liver Pate with Seasonal Chutney 6,90 

Wild Mushroom & Roast Garlic ‘Tumbleweeds’ with Sage Dip (V) 6,30 

Sauteed King Prawns in Coconut Milk (GF) 8,60 

Baby Spinach, Walnuts, and Goats Cheese Salad (V) (GF) 6,70 

Classic Caesar Salad Chicken 6,50/Prawns (GF) 7,60 

Garlic Bread (V) 2,50 

Garlic Bread with Cheese (V) 3,10 

 
 
 

Pasta and Risotto 

Pink Risotto with Halloumi (V) (GF) 9,30 

Seafood Tagliatelle with Tomato, Cream or Lobster Sauce 13,50 

Wild Mushroom Risotto (V) (GF) 9,30 

Tagliatelle with Chicken and Spinach 9,80 

Seafood Risotto (GF) 12,90 

Tagliatelle Carbonara 9,50 

Tagliatelle with Spinach and Chickpeas (V) 9,50 

 
 

 

Alex, Manjit and all the staff at the Grove would like to thank all their customers for their support this year, 
and we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy New Year

Please note that when busy, due to the fact that we work with fresh ingredients, it may take up to 
45 minutes before your food is served. 
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Please note that when busy, due to the fact that we work with fresh ingredients, it may take up to 
45 minutes before your food is served. 

 

Fish Selection 

Salmon Fillet with Mashed Potatoes, Broccoli and Lobster Sauce 14,90 

Hake with Basmati Rice, Wilted Spinach and Orange Saffron Sauce (GF) 13,20 

Sea Bass with Mediterranean Style Sauce, Crushed Potatoes and Aubergines (GF) 15,50 

 

 

 

Main Courses 

Chicken Breast Stuffed with Feta Cheese and Spinach served with Hasselback Potatoes and 
Mediterranean Ratatouille (GF) 13,90 

The Grove Chicken with Red Wine, Mushroom, Baby Onion Reduction & Hasselback Potatoes 14,60 

Homemade Steak Pie with Choice of Potatoes and Peas 14,50 

Pork Belly with Mediterranean Crushed Potatoes, Apple Cider Sauce (GF) 13,90 

Pork Fillet with Pearl Onion Purée, Hasselback Potatoes and Vegetable Reduction (GF) 14,90 

Duck Breast with Parsnip Purée, Asparagus and Red Berry Red Wine Coulis (GF) 18,90 

Lamb Shank with Mash Potatoes, Gravy, Broccoli and Carrots 16,30 

Grilled Goats Cheese with Basmati Rice and Mediterranean Ratatouille (V) (GF) 11,00 

Smoked Aubergine with Diced Vegetables (V) (GF) 10,50 

Ribeye Steak Cooked in Different Styles with Choice of Potatoes: 

Ribeye Patagonia - Fried Eggs and Chimichurri Sauce (GF) 18,50 

Ribeye Pizzalolo - Napolitana Sauce & Mozzarella Cheese (GF) 18,50 

Ribeye Española – Chilli Butter, Spanish Chorizo & Gouda Cheese (GF) 18,50 

Fillet Steak with Roasted Vegetables & Choice of Potatoes & Sauce (GF) (limited availability) 27,50 

 

Side Orders 

Hasselback Potatoes (GF) 3,50          Homemade Chips 2,90 

Mashed Potatoes (GF) 2,90             Sauteed Spinach (GF) 3,50 

Roasted Vegetables (GF) 3,50          Onion Rings 3,50 
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Christmas in Spain
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With religious origins, the Rosca de Reyes is a 
traditional Spanish bread in the form of a ring, 
representing the Wise Men's search for the King of 
the Jews. It is believed that Melchior, Gaspar and 
Balthazar, the Three Kings from the East, travelled 
to Jerusalem following a star. On meeting with King 
Herold, they asked him where the new King had been 
born. King Herold, frightened by these words, asked 
the wise men to search for the child and bring word 
once they had found him, so that he may also go and 
worship the new king. Because Herold was afraid 
that the child might threaten his throne, he ordered 
the killing of every single baby under the age of two 
years old. The day when the wise men found the 
Baby Jesus is known as Epiphany, which is precisely 
the event represented by the Rosca de Reyes. 

The dried and candied fruits that adorn the bread 
symbolize the crowns of the Kings, while the 
traditional figurines placed inside the bread represent 
Mary and Joseph fleeing to Egypt to escape from 
Herold's attempts to kill their baby. The tradition of 
eating Rosca de Reyes actually started in France, in 
the 14th century. The way it was eaten was almost a 
ritual in itself. A slice of bread was first given to a poor 
person or stranger, then the next slices were intended 
for those serving in the King's army, and the rest of 
the bread was distributed among the other guests. 
This tradition soon expanded to other countries in 
Europe and later to Latin America. 

Nowadays, in France, the tradition involves the Rosca 
de Reyes being placed on a table, under which a 
child sits or they are blindfolded, so that when the 
bread is divided they are asked "Who shall receive 
this share?" and the child names someone. One 
lucky recipient will find the trinket, normally a bean 
although sometimes even a coin. The person who 
finds it is named "King" for the day. 

In Mexico, the tradition of sharing the bread is slightly 
different, as little plastic babies are placed inside it 
to symbolize the baby Jesus. Guests then randomly 
take a share of the bread, and whoever finds the 
figurine automatically becomes his godparent. Then 
he or she has to make a party with tamales and atole 
on the following February 2nd.  

Godparents usually dress up a statue of Jesus using 
traditional costumes. Sometimes they dress him as 
Saint Francis of Assisi or the Holy Child of Atocha 
and other typical depictions of Jesus.February 
2nd is a very important day, when many Christians 
celebrate the Feast of the Purification of the Virgin, 
also known as the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus 
at the Temple. This feast also honors Our Lady of 
Candelaria, a depiction of the Virgin Mary, and 
includes the blessing of water and candles. Far more 
than a quaint tradition, the Rosca de Reyes can help 
believers remember that God can turn darkness and 
bitterness into light and sweetness! 

Roscón de Reyes 



Wine Regions - Castilla La Mancha Wine       
Wine Article Let’s talk WINE

Castilla-La Mancha is a large region which lies south 
and east of the Spanish capital Madrid. Although 
famous for its Manchego cheese and Don Quixote, 
Castilla-La Mancha also has a deep cultural history 
here; scattered throughout the region are various 
World Heritage sites, including medieval castles, 
Stone Age rock paintings, and the historic cities of 
Toledo and Cuenca. 

‘Harsh’ is the best way to sum up the vine-growing 
conditions in, hot, dry Castilla-La Mancha. Despite 
this, the region has traditionally been known as a 
source of low-quality bulk wine; more than half of 
Spain’s grapes are grown here. In recent decades 
however (and particularly since 1986, when 
Spain joined the European Union), a winemaking 
revolution has begun to transform this image of 
Castilla-La Mancha’s wines. 



19

Both large producers and single estates now 
employ modern winemaking technologies, 
combined with a judicious selection of grape 
varieties and barrel maturation techniques. That 
said, a significant proportion of the region’s annual 
production, including grapes used for distillation 
into brandy, still goes into the inexpensive mass-
produced sector. 

The climate here has a strong continental 
influence – demonstrated by marked temperature 
variation, both from day to night and between 
seasons. In summer, temperatures can reach 
104F (40C), and during the long, cold winters, they 
drop below freezing. The altitude of the vineyards 
– between 1650ft and 2300ft (500–700m) – does 
not compensate for these conditions, as the 
vines still have to survive the searing heat and 
a lack of moisture during the growing season. 
The westward-flowing Tagus, Guadiana and 
Guadalquivir rivers provide crucial water to the 
region, as do the Júcar and Segura rivers that 
drain into the Mediterranean Sea, although only 
the deepest river beds survive the summer. 

As a result, only grape varieties which can 
tolerate such harsh conditions were traditionally 
planted. Airen tops the list and is still the most 
commonly planted grape in Castilla-La Mancha 
(and indeed all of Spain). However, it is not a 

particularly respected variety, so many producers 
have broadened their portfolios by planting 
Tempranillo, Cabernet Sauvignon, Garnacha, 
Alicante Bouschet (known here as Garnacha 
Tintorera), Monastrell, Syrah and Bobal. Most 
of these grapes are used for the production of 
red blends suited to barrel maturation, although 
varietal wines are increasingly being produced. 

Castilla-La Mancha is home to nine DOs, including 
Europe’s largest officially delimited wine zone, 
La Mancha. It is also blessed with no fewer than 
eight Vino de Pago estates, most notably the very 
first Vino de Pago, the Dominio de Valdepusa. 



Calendar of Christmas Events: 

December 8th – Red Day - This is the public 
holiday of Immaculada (Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception) which marks the beginning of the 
religious Christmas celebrations. Most notable in 
Seville. 

21st December – In a few cities including Granada 
the celebration of Hogueras (bonfires) takes place. 
This date marks the winter solstice (shortest day) 
and where it is celebrated involves people jumping 
through fires to protect themselves against illness. 

22nd December – All over Spain people never 
stray far from a TV or radio as the Christmas lottery 
is drawn over a period of many hours. Everybody 
in Spain buys tickets for this lottery in the hope of 
winning El Gordo (the fat one) and the winning 
number usually means that a good number of 
people from the same village become a lot better 
off overnight. Besides the big three prizes there 
are thousands of smaller prizes shared by people 
all over Spain. You can buy Spanish Christmas 
lottery tickets online. 

24th December – Christmas Eve is called Noche 
Buena in Spanish (Goodnight) and it is the most 
important family gathering of the year. In the 
evening people often meet early for a few drinks 
with friends then return home to enjoy a meal 
with the family. Most bars and restaurants close 
in the evening. Prawn starters followed by roast 
lamb would be a typical meal rounded off with a 
typically Christmas sweet called turrón which is a 
nougat made of toasted sweet almonds. Another 
typical festive sweet is called Polvorones which 
is made from almonds, flour and sugar. Cava, 
Catalan champagne, would be the chosen drink 
for the Christmas toast though plenty fine Spanish 
wines will also be consumed with the meal. 

25th December – Red Day -  Children may receive 
a small gift on Noche Buena or this morning but 
the day for presents is 6th January, Epiphany, 
when the Three Kings bring gifts for the children. 
Christmas Day is a national holiday in Spain 
so shops are closed yet it is not a day of great 
celebration but rather a calm day when people go 
out for a walk, drop into a bar, etc. Another large 
family meal at lunchtime is common though it’s 
becoming more common to see families eating 
out on the afternoon of Christmas day. 

28th December – This is the day of Santos 
Inocentes (Holy Innocents) and is the equivalent 
of April Fools’ Day when people play practical 
jokes on one another. Often the national media will 
include a nonsense story in their broadcasts. In 
some villages youngsters light bonfires and one of 
them acts as the mayor who orders townspeople 
to carry out civic tasks such as sweeping the 
streets. Refusal to comply results in fines which 
are used to pay for the celebration. 

31st December – New Year’s Eve is known as 
Noche Vieja. It is a big celebration all over the 
country with street parties and special nights 
in hotels and clubs everywhere. Until midnight 
people tend to stay at home and on the stroke 
of midnight it is traditional to eat 12 grapes, one 
on each stroke of the clock to bring good luck 
for the new year. In Madrid and other main cities 
revellers congregate in the main square (Puerta 
del Sol in Madrid) and eat the grapes along with 
a celebratory bottle of cava then head out into the 
night until after sunrise. 
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1st January – Red Day - A low key public holiday 
with plenty people sleeping off their excesses. 

5th January – There are processions all over 
Spain this evening where sweets are thrown from 
the floats to all the people who come out to watch. 
Every town has its own variation such as in the 
Sierra Nevada where the Three Kings (Wise Men) 
can be seen to ski down to the village. 

6th January – Red Day - This is the Feast of the 
Epiphany (Día de los Reyes Magos) when the 
Three Kings arrived in Bethlehem. For Spanish 
children this is the most important day of the 
year when they wake up to find that Los Reyes 
Magos (the Three Kings/Wise Men) have left gifts 
for them in their house. Santa may leave them a 
token gift on December 25th but the Three Kings 
are their favourites, especially Baltasar who rides 
a donkey and is the one believed to leave the gifts. 
During the day of 6th the Three Kings continue 
their good work and are seen distributing gifts to 
children in hospitals all over Spain. 

7th January – The day after receiving their gifts 
children return to school, their parents go back to 
work and Christmas in Spain is all over for another 
year. .



Mazarron Country Club. ref. 1903.
with a 1 bed 1 bath casita, 577m2 plot, private pool. 219,995€

2 bed, 1.5 bath Duplex, 108m2 build
119,900€

La Azohia. ref. 1778.
top floor apartment, communal pool,

2 bed 2 bath detached villa,

Puerto de Mazarron. ref. 1855.

walk to beach 119,000€solarium with sea views.

Bolnuevo. ref. 1888.
60m2 apartment, communal pool,

89,000€stunning sea views.

Office:  +34 868 580 320
Mobile: +34 666 819 697
Mobile: +34 646 692 471
info@primepropertymurcia.com
www.primepropertymurcia.com
Please visit our website to find 360° 
virtual walkthrough tours with interactive 
floorplans for most of our properties

Mazarron Country Club. ref. 1827.
2 bed, 1 bath semi-detached villa,

84,995€175m2 plot, private parking,

2 bed 1 bath 2 bed,1 bath
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Food & Drink
Spanish cuisine is one of the best in the world due to the quality and variety of ingredients it uses, it is the 
pride of the country.
  
It is difficult to talk about the national cuisine of Spain as a whole. But the traditional food is made up 
of many regional cuisines. Each one influenced by the climate, history, and customs of that region. 
However, you can distinguish common characteristics in all Spanish cuisine. First of all Spanish food 
is, in fact, quite simple. The base is onion, garlic and peppers. Usually, it uses herbs, sage and olive 
oil. The simplicity and the quick preparation are also common in many regional recipes. Typical Iberian 
Peninsula cooking methods include stewing in wine, cooking with pecorino cheese, or grilling or roasting.  
  
Modern Spanish cooking is very varied, unique and impossible to recreate. It was influenced by the 
Romans, Moors and Americans.  



The Region of Cantabria is very rich in history, art and 
natural areas: the sea, valleys with mild and warm micro-
climates, fertile pastures... the varied cuisine cleverly 
combines the products from the sea with those from the 
pastures and market gardens. 

The high quality of Cantabrian milk goes without saying 
and therefore it is not surprising that milk derivatives 
are plentiful throughout the region. It is known that the 
inhabitants of this Autonomous Region were eating butter 
2,000 years ago, when the Romans, the civilised people 
of those times, only used it as protection from the sun. 
For the Cantabrians, cheese is almost a religion. Strong-
tasting cheeses which are cured with great care. Queso 
de nata (cream cheese) which can be found throughout 
the region, picón from Treviso Bejes, smoked cheeses, 
such as those from Áliva or Pido, and the small quesucos, 
which are made from a mixture of cow’s and sheep’s milk. 

Cantabrian fish and seafood 
The Cantabrian Sea or Bay of Biscay supplies Cantabria 
with another important part of its traditional diet: fish 
and seafood of excellent quality. The cold waters of the 
Cantabrian offer goose barnacles, spider crab, velvet 
crab, clams, meaty lobsters, delicate langoustines and 
king prawns, and squid, which reach the pinnacle of 
flavour along the Cantabrian coast. 

Bass, hake, rascasse, fresh anchovy, and albacore 
tuna, used in one of the region’s most traditional dishes: 
sorropotún or marmita, a tuna casserole closely related to 
the Basque marmitako with its own identity. Sardines are 
a typical speciality in the fishing villages, where they are 
baked and served on a simple wooden table. Fish and 
seafood are also the base of some of the most famous 
local dishes: hake in green sauce, squid in their ink with 
onions, and clam casserole. 

Locally raised meat 
Beef and veal are the star products of Cantabrian farms. 
The Tudanca breed of cattle produces lean and tasty 
meat, and Spain’s largest cattle market is held in this 
region: the Torrelavega National Livestock Fair. 

Other meats are also important. Game is well represented, 
with red deer, roe deer, and wild boar. Pork is found 
practically everywhere in Spain, and is a key ingredient 
in another of the region’s most traditional dishes, cocido 
montañés, a hearty stew with beans, greens, and black 
pudding.No meal in Cantabria would be complete without 
a dessert course. 
The locals are fond of sweets, and any restaurant where 
you choose to eat is likely to offer its own quesadas 
pasiegas, a traditional cheesecake. Another local 
speciality is puff pastry, found in different forms and 
with different names, depending on the area: Corbatas 
in San Vicente de la Barquera, Polkas in Torrelavega, 
and Sacristanes in Liérganes. And although they did 
not originate here, milk-based desserts such as natillas 
(custard), rice pudding, and leche frita (milk fritters) are 
popular, reflecting the high quality of local dairies.

These days, not much wine is produced in the Cantabrian 
region. The only area to still have vineyards is Liébana, 
but these too are gradually being abandoned. The 
region’s most characteristic drink is Orujo, a pomace 
brandy distilled traditionally and in small quantities. Its 
aficionados say it is an excellent digestif after a heavy 
meal. 

Christmas food in Cantabria 
A dish of mountain escargot (cooked with tomato, ham and 
walnuts) is a fixture at a traditional Cantabrian Christmas 
Eve dinner table. The rest of the meal tends to consist 
of fish and seafood. From Cantabrian anchovies or an 
anchovy casserole to the area’s famous seafood. Among 
the many desserts, we recommend the Torrelavega 
pastries and the torrijas prepared with sobaos pasiegos.  

Cantabria



Wash the clams with cold water and put them into a 
casserole dish on the heat with a little Font d’Or water. 

Move the dish and remove the open clams. 

Drain off the cooking water. 

Cook the chopped onion and garlic in an earthenware dish 
without them changing colour. 

Add the water, the wine, the lemon, the chilli pepper and 
the chopped parsley. 

Cook for a couple of minutes and season. 

add the clams and bring to the boil. 

Presentation 

Serve immediately in the same dish.

Clams ‘a la marinera’ 

Ingredients for 4 people: 

½kg of clams 

1 chopped onion 

2 chopped cloves of garlic 

half a spoonful of breadcrumbs 

1 spoonful of chopped parsley 

half a lemon 

half a glass of white wine 

½dl of oil 

chilli 

pepper 

salt 

Method:

Ingredients:



Put oil in an earthenware dish and fry the finely chopped 
onion. 

When this is soft, add the chopped garlic. 

Put in the seasoned, cleaned anchovies, without heads or 
guts, into the casserole. 

Put the spoons of tomato, chopped parsley and a pinch of 
ground black pepper over them. 

Cover the dish and let it cook on a low heat for five minutes, 
stirring occasionally. 

 

Anchovy casserole

Ingredients for 4 people: 

½kg of small, fresh anchovies 

1 medium-sized onion 

4 cloves of garlic 

2 sprigs of parsley 

2 spoons of tomato sauce 

ground black pepper 

8 spoons of oil 

salt 

Method:

Ingredients:
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BREXIT NOW MEANS

Many families of deceased relatives are now finding significant 
difficulty getting a Spanish Will recognised in the UK for probate. 

This is meaning in some cases that their loved one has 
died intestate causing the family immense hassle and in some 

cases assets are not going where the deceased wished.

DON’T TAKE THE RISK
We will write YOUR UK or Spanish Will 

For just €99 including notary fee and a €5 donation to 
BIG REDS ANIMAL SANCTUARY 

IF YOU WROTE YOUR SPANISH 
WILL BEFORE 1ST JANUARY 2021 

AND ARE RELYING ON IT 
TO COVER YOUR UK ASSETS

Big Reds
Animal Association

Registered in the UK at Companies House under number 10791190. UK trading address: The Mill Building, 31 Chatsworth Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN11 1LY. 
The Expat Centre, C/de Villena 12 Urb Dona Pepa Cuidad Quesada 03170 Alicante

Call Paul on: 965 023 596 or Email: pb@thywill.co.uk
www.thywill.co.uk/spain

BRITISH WILLS AND
PROBATE AWARDS

HIGHLY COMMENDED

THE

2020
WILL WRITING FIRM OF THE YEAR 

YOU SHOULD NOW HAVE A SEPARATE UK WILL 
AND A SEPARATE SPANISH WILL TO GUARANTEE 

YOUR WISHES ARE UPHELD

BE WARNED!



Cabo de Palos is the most southerly place on the Mar 
Menor. It is a large village with a quaint marina which 
has moorings for about 100 small boats, and some 
excellent restaurants which are renowned for serving 
a great selection of fresh fish. The rocky coastline is 
ideal for exploring, and a walk out to the light house is 
a must! There is also a sandy beach, which joins into 
the beaches of the La Manga Strip to enjoy. 

The Sunday morning market is a busy one with over 
100 stalls selling fruit, vegetables, clothes, shoes, 
bags and homewares as well as several cafes which 
serve both breakfasts and lunches. 

Cape Palos (Spanish: Cabo de Palos) is a cape in the 
Spanish municipality of Cartagena, in the region of 
Murcia. It is part of a small range of volcanic mounts 
that form a small peninsula. The Mediterranean 
islands of Grosa and the group known as the Hormigas 
Islands are part of this range, as well as the islands 
in the Mar Menor (“Little Sea”). The name “Palos” is 
derived from the Latin word palus, meaning lagoon, a 
reference to the Mar Menor. 

According to Pliny the Elder and Rufus Festus 
Avienus, there was once a temple dedicated to Baal 
Hammon on the promontory of the cape, which later 
became associated with the cult of Saturn. During 
the reign of Philip II of Spain, a watchtower was built 
on the promontory as a defense measure against 
the Barbary Pirates. A battle off the cape took place 
on June 19, 1815 between US naval forces and the 
Barbary Pirates. During the Spanish Civil War, the 
Battle of Cape Palos took place near the cape in 1938. 

Its lighthouse began operating on January 31, 1865. 
The cape is part of a marine reserve, the Reserva 
Marina de Cabo de Palos y Islas Hormigas. 

Agents towns
Cabo De Palos

By Spanish Dream Home  www.spanishdreamhome.com 
info@spanishdreamhome.com  
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Call: 865 756 058 or Email: pb@thywill.co.uk
www.thywill.co.uk/spain

BRITISH WILLS AND
PROBATE AWARDS

HIGHLY COMMENDED

THE

2020
WILL WRITING FIRM OF THE YEAR 

BRITISH WILLS AND
PROBATE AWARDS

HIGHLY COMMENDED

THE

2021
WILL WRITING FIRM OF THE YEAR 

IF YOU ARE A BRITISH EXPAT - 
READ ON

Centro Comercial, Calle Azul, Unit 1-H, Cuidad Quesada, 03170 
Registered in the UK at Companies House under number 10791190. UK trading address: The Mill Building, 31 Chatsworth Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN11 1LY. 

MANY EXPATS ARE BEING 
OVERCHARGED FOR THEIR PRE-PAID 

FUNERAL PLAN

CONCERN NO. 5

THE COSTA BLANCA’S LOWEST 
PRICED PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN
JUST €2495 per person 

through FUNERAL PLANS EUROPE

DOES YOUR WILL STATE IN IT 
BRITISH OR UK LAW?

IF SO IT COULD FAIL AS THERE 
IS NO SUCH THING 

IF YOU LEAVE EVERYTHING TO 
YOUR PARTNER AND THEY REMARRY 

AFTER YOUR DEATH THEIR NEW 
PARTNER COULD INHERIT EVERYTHING 

AND YOUR CHILDREN END UP 
WITH NOTHING

THIS IS CALLED SIDEWAYS DISINHERITANCE 
AND YOUR WILL NEEDS TO BE WRITTEN IN 

A SPECIFIC WAY TO AVOID THIS

CONCERN NO. 2

CONCERN NO. 3

Only the Law of England and Wales or the 
Law of Scotland or the Law of Northern 

Ireland exist as legal entities.

DID YOU GIVE POWER OF ATTORNEY TO YOUR 
CONVEYANCER WHEN YOU BOUGHT 

YOUR PROPERTY? 
HAVE YOU REVOKED THAT POWER NOW 

THE PROPERTY IS YOURS? 

CONCERN NO. 4

YOU NOW NEED A WILL FOR SPAIN 
AND A SEPARATE WILL FOR THE UK

IF NOT - A VIRTUAL STRANGER STILL HAS 
POWER OF ATTORNEY OVER YOU

YOU NEED TO REVOKE IT AND APPOINT 
A TRUSTED FAMILY MEMBER

DON’T RISK IT - GET IT WRITTEN PROPERLY

IF YOU WROTE YOUR SPANISH WILL BEFORE 
JAN 1ST 2021 AND THINK IT STILL COVERS 

YOUR ASSETS IN THE UK AS WELL
THINK AGAIN 

CONCERN NO. 1

Big Reds
Animal Association
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We Are HereWe write

Spanish Wills for English/Welsh/Scottish and Northern Irish 
Expats for just €99 inc IVA.

All English/Welsh Wills and English/Welsh and Spanish 
Powers of Attorney for just €99 inc IVA.

We provide our notary in Torrevieja FREE OF CHARGE. We donate €5 
to BIG REDS animal rescue centre for each new client who instructs us.
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(Camposol)

Smart Job Searching In Spain: Part One. 
By Heidi Wardman. 

With employment being one of the fundamental factors in your decision to relo-
cate or not, we felt that it would be useful to offer some insight into Spain’s em-
ployment sector.  

Economic Crisis 
One of the main questions we get asked by people 
who are considering relocating to Spain is, “How 
easy is it to find a job?” Unfortunately, the only 
honest response to that, is that it is not. That’s not 
to say that there are no jobs in Spain, only that 
the country has one of the highest unemployment 
rates in Europe, particularly on the coast, where 
around 1 in 5 people are out of work. Although 
Spain is one of the European Union’s (EU) fastest 
growing economies, it is still struggling to recover 
from the economic downturn which has seen it 
hit rock bottom over the past decade, with large 
numbers of highly qualified professionals now 
all fighting for the same position. And, as Spain 
is not quite so proactive in promoting equal 
opportunities in the work place as they are in 
other parts of Europe, as a foreigner you may find 
yourself  sliding  down  the  ranks, irrespective  of 

your qualifications or status. This scenario has 
been exacerbated by the UK’s recent decision to 
leave the EU, with Brexit anxiety making Spanish 
companies nervous about employing British staff. 
A good command of the language will certainly 
stand you in good stead, although you still may 
find that you do not outshine a native Spanish 
speaker who is also likely to speak English and 
other languages. All of this might sound extremely 
negative, but is certainly worth considering before 
you wave goodbye to your current employer, pack 
your bags and board that plane.  



Unemployment Levels 
The good news is that the country is recovering 
slowly, with the unemployment rate declining to 
18.91 percent in the third quarter of 2020 from 20 
percent during the previous three months. It also 
fell by 2.8 percent during the fourth quarter of 2019 
to 20.8 percent, showing a continuing year on year 
trend. Certain sectors have even reported increased 
recruitment, such as the country’s largest region, 
Castilla y León, where there are now more openings 
than before the crisis for personal care workers, 
construction workers and chefs! 

Youth unemployment levels however continue to 
remain high, at around 45 percent, with graduates 
reporting difficulty in finding work in their field and 
the tendency to search for jobs overseas on the 
rise. As in other countries, the highest levels of 
unemployment lie among unskilled workers, so 
those with education and experience will fare better 

when looking for work. Some employment experts 
have suggested that Spain’s protected labour 
laws have contributed to its current employment 
predicament, by allowing employers to give so many 
part-time and temporary contracts to new employees, 
often paying them cash in hand for hours worked 
over and above their designated quota. 

The scenario has been particularly damaging to 
young employees and ambitious graduates, as 
companies are reluctant to hire them due to the 
potentially high costs involved for them.  

Where To Look 
A useful piece of advice is to research the employment 
market before you make the move. The power of the 
internet means that you do not need to wait until you 
are living in Spain to start job hunting, sending out 
CV’s or even applying for interesting positions with a 
view to flying over to attend an interview should you 
be shortlisted. It might take the excitement out of the 
whole relocation dream, but better that than jump 
in with both feet then find that you are in a financial 
crisis yourself a few months down the line. 

The key to finding a decent job, any job in fact, is 
in knowing where to look, and unfortunately there 
are only a fraction of the number of job searching 
websites operating in Spain compared to in the 
UK. Therefore, you cannot expect just to type your 
profession or job related area into Google and be 
presented with hundreds of options to browse and 
apply for at your leisure. 

On the contrary, job searching in Spain involves lots 
of hard work in itself, with finding a suitable job being 
equally as difficult as actually getting it. 

You will commence the process by trawling through 
reams of unhelpful information and should expect 
to hit one brick wall after another before you finally 
start to see some light at the end of the tunnel. On 
the positive side, you will get there; and as you have 
come this far in your relocation mission, should find 
that you are even more determined to sell yourself 
to the employer and land the desired role!  
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Aim Below Your Status 
With so many talented people jostling for pole 
position in the employment stakes, as an outsider 
you should learn not to set the bar too high. You 
might feel that you are more than qualified or 
experienced enough to undertake a certain role, 
but you will need to prove that to the Employer 
concerned, and sadly your qualifications gained 
overseas may not mean much to them!  

If you are looking for graduate work then do not 
forget that you will be competing against large 
numbers of extremely intelligent, highly qualified 
Spaniards, although you stand the best chance of 
getting somewhere in the consulting, industry and 
IT sectors, which have all grown in past years. 

Therefore, one way of landing that dream job is to 
start at the bottom, which might be way beneath 
your current status, and work your way back 
up through the ranks again. It might seem like a 
ludicrous, unmotivated and wholly unreasonable 
suggestion after all those years of hard work, 

studying and making cups of coffee for the right 
people, but the reality is that you are not such an 
attractive proposition in Spain as you were back 
home.  

SELLING FEES 2.5%
WITH A MINIMUM FEE

MORE PROPERTIES
NEEDED URGENTLY

Our sales success means we urgently 
need more properties in & around 

Camposol to sell

Struggling to sell your property? 
contact us today!

Calle Jara,
Camposol B,

30875 Mazarrón
Tel: 968 979 876

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri: 9am till 6pm

Sat: 9am till 2pm
Sun: Closed

www.2let2sell2buy.com

Clasico style villa 2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, 
sun terrace, feature fireplace, electric fire, 
fully fitted kitchen, built in wardrobes, under 
eave storage, tiled courtyard, under stairs 
storage, gas water heater, gated entrance, 
rejas and solarium. Being sold fully 
furnished.

Well maintained Cibeles style villa on D 
sector, 3-bedrooms, 2-bathrooms 650m2 
plot, gated entrances, covered car port, low 
maintenance garden, pergolas, private 10x5 
pool, hot tub, outdoor shower, outdoor bar, 
BBQ area, sun terrace, air con, log burner, 
remote ceiling fans with lights, dishwasher, 
extractor fan. Being sold part furnished.

Stunning newly renovated detached south 
facing Cibeles style villa with 3-bedrooms, 2-
bathrooms on a plot of 650m2 with private 
9x4 pool, water feature, outdoor kitchen, low 
maintenance garden, upgraded kitchen, 
upgraded shower rooms, dual air conditioning, 
feature fireplace with pellet burner, solarium. 
Being sold fully furnished.

YouTube
Costa.Calida.Expats

cad1167

cad1061

cad1111



Career And Lifestyle Choices
You should at this stage have a clear picture in your 
mind of what it is that you want from your move 
to Spain, and if it is a better quality of life, relaxed 
pace and oodles of warm, sunny weather then you 
are heading in the right direction. However, if you 
seek to secure an executive role with a six-figure 
salary within the first twelve months, then perhaps 
you need to get the atlas out again and take another 
look. 

On a personal level, I knew exactly what I wanted 
when I left the UK to start my new life in Spain. In 
spite of having spent years studying to gain my 
university degree, and going on to find my dream job 
as the Senior Manager of a Young Carer’s Project, 
it was not enough. My work was my life, and when I 
thought carefully about it I had very little outside of 
that. I had also done little else but study during my 
teenage years, and as I had youth, ambition and a 
keen sense of adventure on my side at the time I 
decided it was now or never. I dedicated all of my 
spare time to learning Spanish, and researching 
employment opportunities in my sector, although 
this did not prove fruitful at the time. 

As I was determined to make this work I decided to 

expand my job search, focusing in what was then the 
biggest growth industry on the Costa Blanca -Real 
Estate. I sent my CV to all of the most successful 
international companies who were selling houses 
like hot cakes at the time, and got lots of positive 
feedback, with all informing me that they would like 
to meet me for an interview once I arrived in Spain. 
That was all the encouragement I needed to hand in 
my resignation and book a one way ticket to my new 
life in the sun! I had been living in Torrevieja for just 
three weeks before I found a job as a Waitress in a 
restaurant close to my home. 

The hours were not perfect and pay was insulting, 
but it was a job and would help to keep things ticking 
over while I continued to search for something better. 
Within two months I had landed an interesting sales 
position, although it was not houses, but Hydro-
spas that I was responsible for promoting. It was a 
far cry from everything I had studied for and gained 
experience doing back home, but it was fun, stress 
free and the money was not bad either! My career in 
Spain continued to blossom, and I eventually found 
myself working full time as a Reporter for one of the 
coast’s most successful weekly newspapers. It was 
a job that I had never even imagined doing only five 
years earlier, and one that opened a sequence of 
doors to a very satisfying writing career.



Networking 
It is worth noting that many people looking for 
work in Spain find it through informal routes, such 
as word of mouth, networking and speculative 
applications, especially in small to medium-sized 
companies. Therefore, once you have settled in the 
country you should ideally expand your job search 
beyond the usual agencies and adverts and just 
start networking, popping into offices, bars, shops 
and simply ask the question- taking a CV with you 
on the off chance that they might need someone 
just like yourself.  If you have a very specialized 
qualification in a specific work area then you may 
be in luck, as Spain like other nations has a number 
of vacancies that are continually hard to fill. 

The Government holds a list of shortage occupations 
in each region, and makes allowances for expedited 
and less restricted hiring processes to fill these 
vacancies. Shortage occupations in Spain normally 
include medium to highly qualified positions, in 
fields such as Teaching, particularly in language 
subjects and lecturing in universities; mechanical, 
industrial and production engineers, computing and 
business experts, commercial relations, medical 
practitioners, web and multi-media development, 
real estate, hotels, restaurants and tourism. 

During 2019, the nation’s biggest growth sectors 
included accounting and finance, agribusiness, 

business management and marketing, renewable 
energy, the creative sector, engineering and 
information technology (IT). Seasonal work such 
as jobs within the tourist trade and are popular 
professions among foreign residents, as are other 
services catering to the large expat populations 
along Spain’s coastal regions, such as translating, 
teaching English and property management. It is 
also worth approaching the plethora of businesses 
which have been established by foreign residents, 
who are more likely to be sympathetic to your 
situation, understand your qualifications, and in 
many cases will actually prefer to employ expats 
with whom they can communicate more effectively.  

If you wish to start researching the employment 
situation in your chosen destination, ahead of your 
move to Spain, here are a few places where you 
can try first: 
Forums such as Costa Blanca Forum, Expat Focus, 
Costa Calida Forum and British Expats Forum; as 
well as area specific information websites such as 
La Marina Forum, Torrevieja Forums, Torrevieja.
co.uk, and Talk Quesada. 
Employment websites such as Mil Anuncios; Trovit; 
Indeed.es; infojobs.net. 
The EURES job mobility portal also supplies job 
vacancies and labour market information for Spain. 



Wishing You a Merry Spanish Christmas! 
By Heidi Wardman. 

Festive Preparations 
With Christmas just around the corner, December 
is a big month for fiestas throughout Spain, with the 
festive season commencing early and continuing 
throughout the first week of the New Year.  Following 
the religious roots of Christmas, the first national 
Spanish holiday falls on 8 December, when the 
holy ceremony of the “Inmaculada Concepción”, 
or Immaculate Conception, is observed. Typical 
celebrations surrounding the anniversary include 
street parades, music and dance, along with a mass 
ceremony to honour the Virgin Mary. This marks the 
official start of the Christmas period, and is followed 
in most major towns and cities by a host of festive 
fun, such as the unveiling of the “Belen”, or Nativity 
Scene which are often displayed in the town square; 
switching on the Christmas tree lights; and carol 
services in churches and other public areas. Many 
people feel that Christmas in Spain is much less 
commercialized than in other parts of Europe, with 
cards, gifts and decorations usually appearing in 
the shops from around the beginning of December, 
as opposed to at the end of the Summer as they 
are in the UK and US! There is also less pressure 
to splash out on expensive presents for family and 
friends, with homemade gifts such as crocheted 
blankets, wool knits, wooden crafts and even cakes 
and confectionary being among the gifts which 
might be exchanged. For Spaniards, Christmas is 
more a time for showing your nearest and dearest 
how much they mean to you, and it really is the 
thought that counts rather than the extravagance of 
your gift.  

 Christmas Spirit 
With the continuing fine weather, it can be difficult 
to believe that Christmas is really upon us, although 
the festive spirit is easily stirred with a seasonal 
glass of sherry or mosto! Sweet treats are also an 
important element in the Christmas preparations, 
with tables typically laden with a selection of delights 
to which relatives and other visitors are welcomed to 
help themselves. Turrón, which is a type of nougat, 
is a festive favourite, and traditionally available in 
hard or soft recipes, combining such ingredients as 
whole or ground almonds, honey and egg white, 
along with a range of chocolate variations. Marzipan 
figurines and “polvorones” which are soft, crumbly 
cakes made with lard, flour and cinnamon are widely 
available throughout the festive season, alongside 
of sugar coated almonds and roasted chestnuts. 

A Slice Of The Fat One 
The exciting countdown to Christmas is suitably 
marked by the “El Gordo” Lottery, or “The Fat One” 
as it is known in English, which is famous for hosting 
the biggest prize fund of any lottery in the world. 
The annual draw takes place on 22 December 
when the entire country grinds to a halt to tune in 
to their televisions and pray that they might be the 
owner of one of the precious winning tickets. As the 
initial cost of tickets is high, priced at 200€ each, 
they tend to be purchased by syndicates enabling 
families, businesses or even entire villages to scoop 
a sizeable share of the jackpot. Alternatively, tickets 
can be split into decimos – tenths, and individuals 

Christmas is a very special time of the year wherever you are in the world, and with their 
rich cultural beliefs and great love of a good get together, nobody does it quite like the 
Spanish! 
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may only buy a single decimo enabling them to win 
a tenth of the prize that the ticket wins. The rules 
are quite complicated, but as a rough guide there 
are160 series, with each series holding a jackpot 
of four million Euros and around 15,000 smaller 
prizes. Each series has 100,000 tickets, numbered 
from 00,000 to 99,999. The draw is a timely 
process lasting over three hours, and is called by 
two children whose jobs it is to sing out the prize 
amount and ticket number consecutively until the 
last prize is claimed. If hopefuls do not hit the big 
time on El Gordo, they have a second shot at it on 
5th January, which coincides with the Three Kings 
Day Processions, when the more modest “El Niño” 
lottery is drawn.  

The Festive Feast 
Christmas Eve is a real family affair in Spain, with 
many bars and restaurants closing their doors so 
that they may enjoy their traditional Christmas 
celebrations at home. Unlike in other parts of 
Europe, where friends often gather in groups to 
celebrate the joys of the season and imminent 
arrival of Santa Claus, you are unlikely to receive an 
invitation to dine in a Spanish household, as family 
means exactly that. Christmas Eve is the time when 
Spaniards enjoy their main festive meal, which 
will typically consist of several courses including 
a selection of cheeses and hams, followed by a 
seafood course of crab and lobster, and various 
other nibbles in between. Feasting continues well 
into the night, although proceedings are interrupted 
at midnight when crowds congregate at the local 
church to observe the “Misa del Gallo” (Mass 
of the Rooster), so named after a rooster which 
supposedly called out to announce the birth of 
Jesus. There are various ways to wish someone a 
Merry Christmas, depending on what part of Spain 
you live:  throughout most of Spain we say “Feliz 
Navidad”, then “Bon Nadal” from Catalonia and 
Valencia, “Eguberri On” from the Basque Country 
and “Bo Nadal” from Galicia! Following mass and 
the sharing in goodwill wishes, families return to 
their homes where the adults will often exchange 
gifts, and the children might receive a small surprise 
although have to wait until Kings Day on 6 January 
for their main presents.  

Family Time 
As the feasting and first phase in the exchange of 
gifts has been done, Christmas Day has far less 
significance in Spain than it does in the UK and 
Ireland. It tends to be a more modest affair, which 
immediate, rather than extended family will share. 
During recent years, people have begun to dine out 
on Christmas Day, with restaurant owners taking 
the opportunity to cash in on the celebrations with 
expensive set menus that must be reserved well in 
advance. This trend is mainly followed by the most 
affluent families, whilst others will dine in or meet 
friends for celebration drinks later on. Indeed, by the 
evening of 25 December many shops and bars will 
be open for business as usual, and the streets are 
often humming with activity- a very different picture 
to the night before!  



Cheeky New Year Traditions 
New Year’s Eve, or Noche Vieja, is the next big 
celebration on the festive itinerary, and is celebrated 
in much the same manner as in other parts of 
Europe. Family and friends will get together, either in 
restaurants, bars or in each other’s homes, to rejoice 
the coming of a New Year and wish everyone peace, 
happiness and prosperity. It is a Spanish custom for 
ladies to wear red underwear on New Year’s Eve, 
and in the quaint  Valencian village of La Font de 
Figuera, they have taken this one step further, and 
actually run through the streets proudly flashing their 
crimson bra and knickers! As with many Spanish 
celebrations, New Year’s Eve parties tend to start 
quite late, commencing at home with a family dinner, 
then tumbling out onto the streets after the strike of 
midnight to continue until sunrise! It is not uncommon 
for party goers to return to their homes at around 
07:00 on New Year’s Day- which as you might guess 
is generally spent sleeping off the effects! 

Gobbling Grapes 
One particular New Year tradition which is unique to 
Spain is the consumption of twelve whole grapes at 
midnight, which dates back over 100 years. Legend 
has it that it was started by a group of superstitious 
Farmers, who were left with too many grapes after 
the harvest, so rather than dispose of the surplus, 
and thus tempt fate risking a famine the following 
season, they decided that they would each eat twelve 

grapes at the twelve bongs of midnight. The tradition 
was gradually adopted by party goers throughout the 
country, and it has become almost like a game to see 
who can manage to eat all of their grapes in time and 
without biting into one of the bitter seeds! Every grape 
swallowed will supposedly bring a month’s worth of 
good luck, so if you are quick enough to gulp down 
a dozen then you should be in for a pretty good year 
ahead! Interestingly, it is possible to celebrate New 
Year’s Eve as many as six times in Spain, which is 
great news for anyone who loves to party!

These fall in mid-December, usually the second 
Thursday before Christmas, which is known as Noche 
Vieja Universitaria or University New Year; Midday, 
as opposed to midnight on 30 December, when the 
“Ensayo de las Campanadas” or bell-ringing rehearsal 
is observed in Puerta del Sol, Madrid; then later on 
the same day when the Campanadas Alternativas 
para Frikis, or Alternative Bell-Ringing for Geeks 
celebration is marked; and also on 30 December at 
20:00 the town of Lepe celebrates New Year’s Eve 
a day early- but still celebrates it again the following 
day too! And finally is what we might regard as the 
real New Year’s Eve on 31 December. So if you feel 
like celebrating a New Year’s week party, rather than 
New Year’s Eve, then you are more than justified in 
doing so in Spain, although you never heard that 
from us! 
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Welcoming The Kings 
Finally, we come to Epiphany, the Dia de Los Reyes 
which falls on 6 January and is perceived by many 
to be the most important date in the festive calendar, 
especially for youngsters! The fun commences on 
the evening of the 5, when the three kings lead a 
grand procession through the streets throwing 
sweets to the excitable children as they go. The 
procession is often accompanied by an entourage of 
bands, dancers and decorated trailers carrying local 
groups or societies from the town. Street sellers 
line the pavements with churros, toffee apples and 
roasted nuts and neighbouring bars often take 
advantage of the mass of people venturing out by 
offering special menus and warming drinks offers. 
The parade can take several hours to pass through 
the streets so if you plan to go and watch one then 
you are well advised to wrap up warm! On returning 
home children will leave shoes under their Christmas 
trees or on balconies or window sills, to be filled with 
presents; and maybe even a gift or glass of cognac 
for the kings and bucket of water for the camels.  

Gifts Galore! 
The following morning children awake to find that 
their presents have been delivered by the Kings 
as they were to the baby Jesus, although most 
will hope to see an XBox or IPad in their stocking 
rather than Frankincense or Myrrh! A popular Kings 
Day tradition is to share a “Roscón” or ring shaped 
roll, which is a large, sweet, donut-shaped bread 
covered in glace cherries and sugar. A plastic toy is 
added to the mixture prior to baking, and the person 
who finds it in their piece should expect to receive 
good luck throughout the next year. If you do not feel 
ambitious enough to make one yourself, roscóns 
can be purchased in most supermarkets during the 
week leading up to Kings, and whilst they are not 
the tastiest looking cakes, the novelty sees them 
selling in their thousands! 



Vinuesa is located at the foot of the Urbion Peaks and the Cebollera mountain range, 
at an altitude of 1,107 metres.   

12 new ‘most beautiful’ towns in Spain
VINUESA, SORIA 

Surrounded by forests and streams, its medieval 
old town is full of traditional houses and buildings 
from the 16th to 18th centuries, such as the Casa 
de Los Ramos, and palaces such as the Marquis de 
Vilueña or Don Pedro de Neila. It is also a fantastic 
place to enjoy nature. 

For many centuries these lands have been 
inhabited. Its climate, its strategic location and why 
not, its charm have attracted man to populate this 
pine forest. The first remains found are from the 
Neolithic, remains of a circular hut. In the S.V. BC. 
From central Europe came the Pelendones tribe 
of present-day Becaancon in France and named it 
with a name similar to their new home founding a 
village they call Visontium. 

With the arrival of the Romans the population was 
first subdued, later revealed against the empire but 
with the fall of Numancia definitely fell Visontium. 
They then built the road that joined them with Uxama 

and Numantia and the bridge over the Douro. After 
the fall of the Roman Empire came the decline. 

Then came the Arabs, as it could have been the 
enclave of the Muslim city of Medina Bara, in the 
time of Tuhfa. 

In 1,272 we have the first news of Vinuesa as 
such, within the census of King Alfonso X. The 
town appears with 24 neighbours being the most 
populated village of Pinares. This king gave the 
definitive impetus to the Mesta, which would be the 
main activity for years. John I of Castile hunted for 
these mountains with his son, who would be John 
II. One day whilst hunting he fell off the horse and 
was attacked by a wolf. If it hadn’t been for the 
intervention of some Hunters of Vinuesa, he would 
have died. In gratitude he grants them the shield 
with a pine and a wolf and several mountains. 



It is in the Modern Age that the importance of this town 
will be consolidated. In 1,491 the Catholic Monarchs 
instituted the Royal Cabin of Reels, Trajineros, 
Cabañiles and their spills with the privileges that 
this entailed. Many noble families bring their cattle 
to take advantage of the magnificent exhausters 
and pastures and settle in the town filling it with 
remarkable buildings such as the palace of D. Pedro 
de Neyla or the palace of the Viñuela and houses of 
rich stone factory such as the House of the Ramos. 
Some of these families were the Barnuevo, the 
Neyla, the Montenegro, the Carrillo. 

In 1,504 the ordinances that will govern the 
municipality are drafted. In 1,527 the village has 
229 neighbours. On March 14, 1,597, the Letter of 
Power of the Council of Vinuesa was drafted, thus 
being independent of the municipality of Soria. King 
Charles III granted Vinuesa the jurisdictional title 
of Villa, and the scroll as a symbol of it. In 1,809 
Vinuesa was invaded by the French army during the 
War of Independence. 

After a few years of peace, war again produces 
human and material losses in the town, in this case 
the Carlista. Many emigrated to America (especially 
Argentina), dying here again, becoming what they 
called “Indians”, contributing economically to the 
construction of countless works. 

In 1,910 there are 992 people living in Vinuesa and 
in 1,960  the population peaks with 1,414. It currently 
has about 1,100 people and drags on the problems 
that the rural exodus of the twentieth century has 
caused, as well as the progressive aging of the 
population. Today, livestock, wood and tourism are a 
source of work for its inhabitants. An expanding “La 
Cepeda” industrial estate has also been built.
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Taquilla Tickets, along with everyone who has helped us 
throughout the year, would like to thank EVERY ONE of 
our fabulous guests who have joined us on our day trips 
and Mini Breaks. THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH !!. Taquilla 
Tickets has discovered that our Mini Breaks have proved 
to be a big success ! But more on that soon. 2022 is going 
to be a great year for our guests but, let’s recap on 

where we went in 2021:
The year started slowly, but from March onwards things 
began to “Rock and Roll”
In no particular order, we went to Lemon Tree Market 
(Brilliant), Wine tasting in Bullas (Beautiful Wines Mmmm 
!), Caravaca de la Cruz Guided Tour (Must do that again!), 
Murcia City Shopping, Mojacar (Pueblo and Beach, Great 
!), Circus Maximus (Which side did you support ?), Lorca
Castle (More History !), Alicante City (So underated !), 
Zoco Market (Different !), Toledo (Spectacular Pou de Fou 
!), Jerez (Stunning Horse Show !), La Zenia Boulevard 
(More Shopping !), Archena Spa (Time to Relax !), 
Granada (And the Palace was Magnificent !), Sierra 
Nevada (Scenically Beautiful !), Benidorm (You either 
Love it or Hate It !), Algar Falls (Another Beautiful Place), 
Lorca for Swan Lake (Wow, Such Grace !), Murcia City 
Christmas Lights (Well worth a Visit !), Benidorm Palace 
(Must do that Again !), Star Gazing (Just WOW !), Boat 
Trips in Puerto de Mazarron, Murcia City Water Park and 
Zoo, Cartagena (A Great place to Visit !) Mini Hollywood 
(What a day out that Is !). 

We have thoroughly enjoyed taking you to all of these 
places, and so many memories have been made for us 
and our guests. We love to read your feedback whether 
it is good or bad (thankfully not many bad ones), so that 
we can improve on things where we need to ! It is very 
important to us that we take our guests to places that they 
want to go to, and maybe a couple that we want to go to 
- Just joking on that one !!

However, we are not joking when we say that we would 
like to know where YOU would like us to take you. With 
that in mind, please send us your suggestions and ideas. 
Taquilla Tickets will give your thoughts and ideas the 
once (maybe twice, ha ha) over and, if we have enough 
interest, we will do our best to put something together for 
you.

We would also like to know WHY you want to go there. 
So, send your ideas to us at one of the following: Sally 
(WhatsApp) 0034 657346445 - Nigel (WhatsApp) 0034 
6425 01568
Or email us on: taquillaticketscondado@ gmail.com 

You can even call in to the office on Condado (Inside 
Sparkle’s Office) to give us your thoughts and ideas. 
Now what’s happening in 2022 ? We have a few ideas 

of our own, and in February we are going on a musical 
extravaganza to see the brilliant Andre Rieu in Madrid. 
He is only there for one concert and, together with his 60
piece Johan Strauss Orchestra, the repertoire will include 
romantic, emotional ballads to the most celebrated 
waltzes. It should not be a surprise to know that this is 
proving to be a very popular 3 day Mini Break. By the time 
you are reading this article, there may not be too many 
places left ! 

So please get in touch quickly to see if we can help you 
get to see The King of The Waltz. A trip that proved to be 
very popular in 2021 was our Mini Break to Toledo to visit 
Pou de Fou. Don’t know what it is ? We will let you know 
because we are going there again for the 6th, 7th and 8th 
of MAY 2022. You really must book this one early !! We 
have a few surprises too ! We will be visiting the regions 
of Andalucia, Valencia, Cadiz, Salamanca, Alicante, 
Malaga, along with our day trips to familiar places. Just 
one highlight of 2022 will be our trip to Barcelona for the 
Formula 1 Spanish Grand Prix on 20th, 21st and 22nd 
MAY 2022!! Without our magnificent guests, we couldn’t 
do what we do. So, your ideas are very important to us 
and we will try to include some of your favourite places to 
visit if we can. Contact us with your thoughts and ideas. 

YOU JUST NEVER KNOW !!
So, Nigel, Sally, and all of the team at Taquilla Tickets 
wish you the very best of the season and we hope to see 
you on our coaches to, Ahhh, who knows where ??

Call 657346445
Email taquillaticketscondado@gmail.com
Log on to www.taquillaticketscondado.com

WHAT A YEAR IT HAS BEEN !!
By Taquilla Tickets

For more details call: 
Sally: 657346445 
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The Climate in Spain’s Different Regions 

Main Climate Regions in Spain 

The Hot Summer Typical Mediterranean 
Climate (Csa) reaches from the southern Portugal 
border with Spain till the northeastern border with 
France. There are some exceptions, but most of 
this region has dry summers and mild winters. The 
rain falls mostly in the autumn. Examples of these 
cities are Valencia, Palma de Mallorca, Sevilla and 
Malaga. 

The Warm Summer Mediterranean Climate (Csb) 
can be found in Galicia and Castilla y León. The 
eastern and southern winds bring dry, hot air that 
comes from the northern parts of Africa. Examples 
of these cities are León and Salamanca. 

The Inland Hot and Warm Summer Mediterranean 
Climate (Dfb) are similar to the Csa and Csb 
climate, but are more excessive, with hot summers 
and cold winters. Madrid, Ávila and Ciudad Real are 
examples of cities in this region. 

The Oceanic Climate (Cfb) is influenced by the 
Atlantic Ocean. It is known for its mild climate, with 
warm summers and mild winters. It rains a lot and 
is also known as ‘Green Spain’. Cities as Bilbao, 
Santander and San Sebastian are part of this region. 
Barcelona has a Humid Subtropical Climate. 

People believe the climate in Spain is mostly sunny and warm all year long. When you live in Spain, you 
probably know the climate is diverse. Spain has the most diverse climate range in the whole of Europe and 
is on the list of ten countries in the world with the biggest climate range. Thirteen different climate regions 
can be found in Spain according to the Köppen Climate Classification. 
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The Climate in Spain’s Different Regions 

Dry, hot, wet, cold and humid climates in 
Spain 

Hot and Cold Semi-Arid Climate (Bsh and Bsk) can 
have extremely hot summers with temperatures up 
to 40ºC and little rain. Cities with this type of climate 
are Murcia, Alicante and Almería. 

Spain even has a Desert Climate (BWh) and it can 
be found in the inland of Almería, Murcia and in 
some places in the province of Alicante. 

Alpine Climate is found in the mountains of the 
Pyrenees, Picos de Europa and the Sierra Nevada. 

In the Canary Islands you can find the Tropical 
Climate. It has a mostly stable climate all year 
around. 

Most of the Canary Islands also have Hot Desert 
Climate, Hot Semi-Arid Climate and a Tropical 
Semi-Arid Climate, depending on the altitude and 
the position on the Island. Cities like Tenerife and 
Las Palmas have the Tropical Semi-Arid Climate. 

It is possible to experience summer and winter in 
one single day in Spain. You can bring your skies 
to the Sierra Nevada in the morning and in the 
afternoon take a dive in the Mediterranean Sea 
within a 100-kilometer drive. 

Many people stay in the Costa Blanca in wintertime 
for its very mild winter climate with many sun hours 
a day. Because of the difference in climate in 
Spain there is a diverse vegetation what makes every 
part of Spain unique. No matter what preferences 
you have, everyone can find their favourite region 
in Spain. 
Supplied by InsureSpain
Rules are changing all the time since Brexit. Please make sure 
you check on an oficial website for the latest information.



FROM WIGAN PIER TO ANDALUCÍA 

‘Christmas is coming,’ said Val as she came in with 
the empty washing basket. 

‘And the geese are getting fat?’ 
‘I don’t know about the geese, but I’ve just seen a 
robin on the clothes line.’ 
‘A robin redbreast?’ 
‘He had his back to me.’ 
‘The robin is a northern bird. We’re much too far south.’ 

That was five years ago, and every winter since then 
Val has stubbornly claimed that she’s sighted that 
robin and I have just as stubbornly told her she must 
have been mistaken.  

‘I note,’ I said sceptically, ‘that this mythical bird never 
appears when I’m around.’ 

‘Well, he moved like a robin, and he was round like a 
robin.’ 

‘A round-robin? Christmas is definitely on the way. I’d 
better start writing.’ 

Every year we send out our Christmas Robin, our 
annual newsletter to friends and family all over the 
world. Up to the late 1990s I used to bash it out on 
my old Olivetti,  then Al Gore invented the internet (I 
know, please don’t write in) and we could send it by 
email.  

I love Christmas, the traditional festival, of course, not 
the pointless plastic tat that fills British supermarkets 
and dominates the TV screens from August bank 
holiday till the Easter eggs pop up like toadstools on 
Boxing Day. Whether you call yourself religious or not, 
there is something deeply needful about a festival 
in the darkest depths of winter which celebrates 
the triumph of innocence over cynicism, hope over 
despair and light over darkness. Is it any wonder that 
the early Church decided that this should be the time 
when we also celebrate the birth of the Christ child?  

Val and I lived in India for four years, and the teachers 
and students in our school seemed to see our festival 
as being somewhat akin to their own celebration of 
Diwali, with its fleets of little boats bravely carrying 
small lanterns over the black waters of winter. Unlike 
painfully PC Britain, our Hindu friends had no problem 
with Christmas. No Winterval nonsense for them, 
nor the timid tinkling of Mr Tull’s solstice bells. Hari, 
our drama teacher, staged a vibrant Nativity play, 

with Jesus, Mary, Joseph, the Shepherds, the Wise 
Men, the donkey, the ox and the ass, supported by a 
chorus that included the twelve disciples and the full 
congregation of the Sermon on the Mount, with Moses 
as guest conductor. At the end of term we sang carols 
in a garden blanketed with genuine polystyrene snow, 
the tropical trees twinkling frostily with tiny blue lights.  

My Best Beloved loves lights, so last year I spent a 
day clambering all over the old homestead to string 
chains of little solar ones from the upstairs windows 
and the grapevine that fringes the porch. The Wise 
Men who brought their gifts may or may not have 
been kings, but they were certainly magi and there 
was a magical moment thirty years ago when I met 
one of them face to face. As I stood at the back of an 
open-air Christmas assembly in El Salvador, I felt a 
touch on my arm. I turned and found myself looking 
down into the large, luminous eyes of a tiny man who 
stared unblinkingly up at me. 

‘Soy el Mago.’ 
‘Where are the other two?’ 
‘¿Los otros dos?’ 
‘Surely there were three of you. Gold, Frankincense 
and Myrrh.’ 

We stared at each other, then the peso dropped. My 
magical visitor was the local Tommy Cooper, come to 
entertain the Infants to some Christmas conjuring.  

Despite my best intentions this year’s Christmas 
Robin is a last-minute affair: Past six o’clock of a cold, 
frosty morning. Deep snow eastwards on the peaks 
of the Sierra Nevada, and when I stepped out half an 
hour ago with the night’s warm ashes from the still-
smouldering wood stove, a brilliant full moon mooned 
frostily at me across the western mountains.  

By eight, when we set out to walk the dogs, the 
sun is rising and the pale sky begins to deepen to 
brilliant blue. In our topsy-turvy-almost-Africa climate, 
only the hardy geraniums, oleanders, plumbago and 
bougainvillea thrive in the searing heat of August, 
so the  grass and wild flowers wait until midwinter to 
make their debut 

By nine, bees are buzzing amidst the forget-me-not-
blue of the trailing rosemary on the garden wall. Soon 
the almonds will blossom in clouds of white and deep 
rose pink along the road to the village but at El Cortijo 
del Rector we are blossoming in clouds of a different 



Paraje Boquera del Carche
30510 - Yecla – Murcia

info@casaboquera.com | +34 968 01 15 11

December Menu
Red fruit salad

Pumpkin cream with cashew nuts and pistachios

Mint salmon tartar

Quail stuffed with foie and apple

Chocolate coulant with ice cream

Passion fruit sorbet
For reserva�ons contact us.

Menu available during December (except 24th, 25th & 31st)Luxury accomoda�on in the 

middle of our vineyard, with pool 

and a private terrace. For more 

details, contact us

Visit our small family winery with 

guided tours and wine tas�ng

FROM WIGAN PIER TO ANDALUCÍA Part 9: A Christmas Robin 

kind. We are not great beach enthusiasts, one of the 
reasons being the grit that gets into one’s knickers and 
gives a special resonance to the word sandwiches, but 
the beach seems to have arrived in our kitchen, where 
builders are at work. And let me assure you, grit is not 
a desirable ingredient of soup. As I write, a big hole is 
being hacked through our bedroom wall. 

Rain and wind are forecast, and it could be a damp and 
draughty run-up to this evening’s Carols by Candlelight 
in our little village church. For this year’s festival we’ve 
abandoned the traditional nine lessons in favour of a 
mixture of biblical and secular readings including the 
British and German Soldiers playing football together in 
no man’s land in 1914. That war ended over a hundred 
years ago, and nobody seems to have been able to 
improve on that simple lesson.  

As we drove in the late afternoon to the final rehearsal 
for the Carol Festival, I noticed a tiny fluttering patch of 
bright red in the grass by the side of the road. It was a 
robin redbreast. 
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