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Now is the perfect time to start to enjoy the benefits that we offer you 
through Hydrotherapy, recommended not just for fun but also for impro-
ving flexibility, arthritis, diabetes, sport injuries and decreasing blood 
pressure. Offering you Wellness at Home throughtout Spain with next 
day delivery on models in stock (+ 40 units). More than 15 models to view 
in our Showroom. 

NOW is the perfect time to start to enjoy the benefits that we offer you through Hydrotherapy,                    
recommended not just for fun but also for improving flexibility, arthritis, diabetes, sport injuries, blood 
pressure and much more. We at “The Spa Superstore” are here to guide you with your new health              
investment, finding the Spa which is right for you with the best warranties given from the largest Spa and 
Wellness manufacturer in  Europe— WELLIS. As the oficial distributor for them—we offer Wellness at     
Home throughout Spain with next day delivery on models in stock. At our Showroom with easy access and 
parking open from 09.30hrs—18.30hrs Monday—Friday and 10.00hrs—13.30hrs Saturdays or by                   
appointment, you can see and try the wide selection of the latest models available or we can come and give 
you a free home inspection without obligation.  We also offer Part Exchange and Technical Service. 

Before you buy—give us a try!         info@wellisonline.com 

We also offer Made to Measure Thermal Covers for your Spa, Free Maintenance Steps, Hand Rails, Cover Lifters, Spa 
Trays, Towel Rails, Spa Parasols, Cartridge Filters, Spa Sanitizers, Spare Parts and Technical Service on ALL SPAS.  
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Welcome to the 
July edition of 
aLiS.
Summer has arrived, and hopefully we can 
have a bit more freedom of movement as the 
lockdown gets more relaxed. 
 
So what´s in this edition....

We have the return of the Spanish Recipes. 
This has been very popular with our readers in 
the past, and so is back by popular demand. 
Starting with a traditional oven baked cod 
with paella rice.

Whilst page 19 has an article on Spain’s most 
fascinating waterfalls. I wonder how many we 
have all visited.

Page 38 has the continuation of Carols Blog. 
This is a funny look at their journey and first 
few months in Spain. I’m sure one day this 
will become a book.

Enjoy!

remember – all of our articles and over 
10,000 properties for sale and rent are 
available online at:

www.alifeinspain.com
ALIS is not responsible for the accuracy or content of any articles 
published in the magazine or online and proffessional advice is 
reccomended. ALIS does not endorse any company advert or article 
herein. We try to make sure the content is accurate but cannot be held 
responsible for inaccuracy. 
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To first appreciate the magnificent landscape that 
has evolved over millennia, take a short drive of 
about 1.5 kilometres parallel to the Algar river. Water 
springs directly from the rocks forming spectacular 
waterfalls which then form “tolls” which are pools of 
fresh cool water which are considered sources of 
natural health so swimwear is highly recommended. 
In addition to this you will see the old dam and the 
Grand Canal.

The region is, of course, very popular and as such 
there are now more facilities for tourists. A tourist 
office can supply more information about the area 
including places to walk. For this purpose there 
are several parking areas where you can start your 
exploring.

A picnic area and good public toilets allow you to 

spend a lovely relaxing day in the middle of nature. 
There are a couple of restaurants not too far away if 
you have forgotten your picnic.

There is also a dedicated camping site for those 
adventurers who enjoy looking up at the stars and 
for the children (and older ones, probably) there is 
the nearby Dino Park. An amusement park with a 
dinosaur theme including moving dinosaurs and a 
wonderful Spanish mountain back drop. http://www.
dinopark.eu/en/algar

If you are anywhere near this in the future, you might 
want to give up a day to visit. Enjoy!

Set in beautiful countryside, only three kilometres from the centre of Callosa and only 15 
kilometres from Benidorm is a little known area to the foreign tourist but one that makes it a 
place well worth visiting and is one of the most important attractions of the region. 

The unique landscape offers so many surprises, not least the flora and fauna which are 
managed and protected by various authorities and as a result, in 2002, the region was 
declared a “WET ZONE” protected by the Valencian Regional government

 Las Fuentes del Algar
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Wine  Tourism in MURCIA

Wine Article Let’s talk WINE
Murcia is famous for its orchard, its beaches, and its spas: 
Murcia’s spas and hotels make up a top-class tourist destination. 
But Murcia is also gastronomy, culture and tradition.

The wines of Murcia are a discovery for many neophytes, in the 
same way that their wineries, their wine routes and their wine 
tourism are.  Because wine is a tradition, culture and way of life, 
you will find numerous ideas to help you enjoy it in all its glory.  
Some “Must-sees” in each wine-producing area: its museums, 
its customs, its people... Come and discover the Region of 
Murcia through its wines.

Wine Route Bullas:
Bullas has been traditionally considered as the entrance to the 
North West of Murcia. Life in this village revolves around wine, 
making possible a “perfect match” between culture and vine, 
history and a green and mountainous nature.

In Bullas, wine is the ultimate expression of a town devoted to 
tending vines since its origin, both defining it and filling it with 
pride. A traditional craft that has matured over time, lovingly 
nurtured by its people in the hope of a rich reward: full-bodied 
wines abounding in character that linger not only on the palate 
but also in the memory. If the district of Bullas is known for 
something, it is for its wine-growing tradition. A stroll along its 
streets full of history or a chat with the local people will reveal 
how the town has been linked to the delicious fruit of the vine 
since the remotest of times. Ruta del Vino de Bullas

A PLACE TO VISIT---> BODEGAS BALCONA
The Balcona familiar property  vineyards are more than 50 
years old. In “Aceniche Valley” situated 800m above sea level, 
this place has a perfect balanced enviromental condtion, and 
is a ZEPA area (restricted area for the protection of the birds). 
They offer a winery visit, with 5 wine tating for 7€ person. More 
information in www.bodegabalcona.com
MUST SEE, the Bullas Wine Museum www.rvbullas.es

Wine Tourism Jumilla
The Jumilla Designated Origin wine area is located in south-
east Spain in an area characterised by extensive valleys 
and plains framed by mountains. A transition zone between 
the south-east Mediterranean and the meseta of Castilla-La 
Mancha, which gives rise to two large areas: the district of 
Jumilla, in the Region of Murcia, where the headquarters of the 
Regulatory Board is located, and the districts of Montealegre 
del Castillo, Fuenteálamo, Ontur, Hellín, Albatana and Tobarra 
in the Province of Albacete.

The D.O. Jumilla wine area has had a significant wine-producing 
tradition for centuries. Vines were already cultivated in this area 
from the romanisation of Hispania. But it was in the mid-19th 
Century, when a plague of phylloxera devastated large areas 
of Europe and, above all, France, that Jumilla’s wine-growing 
economy took off spectacularly, with a growth in vineyards and 
a significant increase in exports to the neighbouring country that 
would enrich the local agricultural sector.

Jumilla is one of Spain’s oldest Designated Origin wine areas, 
which has been regulated since 1966. The Oenological Station 
has been in operation since the beginning of the 20th Century.

Currently, more than 27,400 hectares of vineyard are registered. 
The cretaceous soil, harsh climate (with temperatures of up to 
41c in summer and -5c in winter) and low rainfall (an average 
of 300 litres per M2 a year), contribute to the development of 
maximum colour and flavour from the grapes.

Jumilla is somewhere you can immerse yourself in the culture, 
tradition and customs of a wine-growing area with deep roots. 
Explore its vineyards, visit its numerous wineries and find out 
all about wine-making, step by step. Stay in rural surroundings, 
enjoy the local cuisine. And, of course, take advantage of the 
opportunities it offers to get to know its historical, cultural and 
natural heritage.
MUST SEE, Jumilla Castle. www.rutadelvinodejumilla.com

Wine Route Yecla:
Yecla, one of the most exceptional destinations of the Region, is 
situated in the far North, or better said, in the far Northeast. This 
is a land of mountains, good wine, history, culture and legends. 
It is no wonder that Spanish writers such as Azorín or Pío Baroja 
were fascinated after getting to know it.

The regulatory board tests both the grapes and the wines 
produced endorsing their quality in order to ensure that every 
bottle offers a genuine flavour experience. This demanding 
mission involves the monitoring of vineyards and wineries by the 
qualified control board team, which also periodically analyses 
the wines in order to guarantee their authenticity, distinguished 
by the seal on the back label.

Savouring wines from the Yecla designated origin wine area is 
a real experience, an adventure that will take you back to the 
origins of a land whose roots are deeply embedded in its wine-
growing tradition. Its wines are pronounced and at the same 
time creative in character, revealing noble, complex and rich 
nuances in the glass.

Barahonda offers wine tourism experiences for wine lovers, with 
guided visits to the winery, wine tastings, and, to end the day, 
offers tasting menus at Barahonda Restaurant (awarded with a 
Repsol Sun since 2015).

Candela´s History Tour: Learn about the evolution of the 
Candela´s family in wine production. The visit begins in 
Bodegas Antonio Candela, the first winery of the family, with a 
traditional production, where you can appreciate the beginnings 
of this family in wine production. The tour concludes with a visit 
to Barahonda, the modern winery 
located on the outskirts of Yecla.

Wine tour and lunch in Barahonda 
Restaurant: Any of the above 
options allows, at the end of 
the tasting, to finish your day in 
Barahonda with an unforgettable 
gastronomic experience, to try 
one of the tasting menus of the 
Barahonda Restaurant.
www.barahonda.com



Contact us:  ladiligente@ladiligente.es

Whatsapp: +34 683 36 01 71

Barahonda Organic Blanco 2019

Grape variety: 60% Verdejo & 40% Sauvignon Blanc. DOP Yecla

Barahonda winery is working in organic certificates in all the vineyards the family owns from 

2012.  Verdejo and Sauvignon blanc are not the most used grape varieties in the east-south 

Spain because of the warm conditions, but the knowledge and hardwork of this winemakers, 

give us the possibility to enjoy a really fresh and welldone white wine.

The wine stands out due to its intense fruity aromas. On the palate it is fresh with floral sensations and a long finish. 

Well balanced. Suitable for fishes such as hake, monkfish and cod. sea food, pasta with mild sauces and vegetables. 

Also suitable for grilled white meat. Suitable for vegans and vegetarians. The winery is built with traditional materials 

and is surrounded by the vineyards that provide the valuable raw material.

In Barahonda we make balanced and expressive wines full of colour and flavour; complex wines which have their per-

sonality and which every year achieve prizes, awards and high scores by the best wine critics in the world.

more about us in www.ladiligen
te.es

Avenida Murcia, 9 - El Jimenado 30708 - MURCIA
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Wine of the month

You can find and buy this wine in LA DILIGENTE.
Wine tasting from 8€ pp. Min. 8 people. Contact for details.
Located in Avenida Murcia, 9 - El Jimenado 30708 - MURCIA 
www.ladiligente.es
Opening Time Monday to Friday 10h - 14h and 17h -20h 
Saturday 10h - 14h
you can now order our wines on line. 
contact ladiligente@ladiligente.es

Grape variety: 60% Verdejo & 40% Sauvignon Blanc. dop yecla
Barahonda winery is working with organic certificates in all the 
vineyards the family owns since 2012. Verdejo and Sauvignon blanc 
are not the most used grape varieties in the south-east of Spain 
because of the warm conditions, but the knowledge and hardwork of 
this winemaker, give us the possibility to enjoy a really fresh and well 
done white wine.

The wine stands out due to its intense fruity aromas. On the palate it is fresh 
with floral sensations and a long finish. Well balanced. Suitable with fish such as 
hake, monkfish and cod. sea food, pasta with mild sauces and vegetables. Also 
suitable with grilled white meat. Suitable for vegans and vegetarians. The winery 
is built with traditional materials and is surrounded by the vineyards that provide 
the valuable raw material.

In Barahonda they make balanced and expressive wines full of colour and flavour; 
complex wines which have their own personality and which every year achieve  
awards and high scores by the best wine critics in the world.

Barahonda Organic Blanco 

Contact us:  ladiligente@ladiligente.es
Whatsapp: +34 683 36 01 71

Barahonda Organic Blanco 2019
Grape variety: 60% Verdejo & 40% Sauvignon Blanc. DOP Yecla
Barahonda winery is working in organic certificates in all the vineyards the family owns from 
2012.  Verdejo and Sauvignon blanc are not the most used grape varieties in the east-south 
Spain because of the warm conditions, but the knowledge and hardwork of this winemakers, 
give us the possibility to enjoy a really fresh and welldone white wine.

The wine stands out due to its intense fruity aromas. On the palate it is fresh with floral sensations and a long finish. 
Well balanced. Suitable for fishes such as hake, monkfish and cod. sea food, pasta with mild sauces and vegetables. 
Also suitable for grilled white meat. Suitable for vegans and vegetarians. The winery is built with traditional materials 
and is surrounded by the vineyards that provide the valuable raw material.
In Barahonda we make balanced and expressive wines full of colour and flavour; complex wines which have their per-
sonality and which every year achieve prizes, awards and high scores by the best wine critics in the world.

more about us in www.ladiligente.es
Avenida Murcia, 9 - El Jimenado 30708 - MURCIA



Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. To make the 
paella, put the olive oil, chorizo, shallots and garlic 
in a large pan and fry for 7-8 mins until the chorizo 
releases its oil and the shallots have softened. Add 
the paprika and cook, stirring, for 5 mins, then add the 
rice, mix well and cook for a few mins more. 

Pour in 600ml of the stock, season and mix well to 
combine. Cover and put in the oven for 15 mins. 
Uncover, give everything a good stir, then return to 
the oven for 10 mins. When almost cooked, remove 
from the oven and spread onto a tray to cool. Chill and 
reserve for later. You can make this a day ahead. 

To make the saffron oil, whisk the olive oil and lemon 
juice together in a small saucepan. Add the saffron 
and heat gently for 5 mins, then remove from the heat 
and leave to infuse and cool. You can make this a day 
ahead. 

Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. For the cod, put 
the olive oil and butter in an ovenproof frying pan over 
a high heat, but don’t let it burn. Season the cod with 
sea salt and black pepper, then cook, skin-side down, 
in the hot pan, for 4 mins, then carefully turn the fish 
over and put the pan in the oven for a further 3 mins, 
finishing with a little more sea salt and a squeeze of 
lemon juice. 

Meanwhile, put the paella back in the pan, stir in 
the remaining fish stock and cook for 2 mins until 
completely heated through. Stir through a knob of 
butter,the prawns and shelled mussels. Taste, season 
with lemon juice, salt and pepper if necessary, and fin-
ish with the chopped parsley. Serve with the roast cod, 
mussels in their shells and steamed purple broccoli 
or a green vegetable, if you like. Finally, drizzle every-
thing with the saffron dressing. 

Spanish Recipes

1 tbsp olive oil 
200g raw chorizo 
3 large shallots 
3 garlic cloves, crushed 
2 tsp smoked sweet paprika 
300g paella rice 
1l fish stock 
knob of unsalted butter 
300g prawn 
handful cooked, shelled mussels 
plus 18 in their shells 
juice ½ lemon 
for saffron oil 
75ml extra-virgin olive oil 
juice ½ lemon 
pinch saffron 
1 tbsp olive oil 
For cod 
knob of unsalted butter 
6 x 175g/6oz cod

Spain has some of the most varied cuisine in Europe. We are going to try to guide you 
through some recipes for you to try at home.
Good luck and enjoy. 

Roast cod with paella, 
saffron and olive oil

Method:

Ingredients:
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Bicycle (bike)
Moped
Motorbike
Car
Small van
Multi-purpose vehicle
Van
Lorry

I prefer to travel by train
Is there a bus to the town centre?
Is there a tourist train round the old town?
Cars only (street parking)
Where is the bus stop?
Where is the taxi rank?
A single ticket, please
A return ticket, please

Centre of Studies Escobar

Email: info@csemurcia.com
Tel: 968 00 22 53
Website: www.csemurcia.com

Travel
Let’s Learn Spanish

Now try our wordsearch:

Ciclomotor
Motocicleta
Coche
Furgoneta
Furgon
Mixto
Vehiculo
Bicicleta
Camion
Billete

Vocab

Prefiero viajar en tren
¿Hay un servicio de autobuseshacía el centro?
¿Hay un tren habanero por el casco antiguo?
Sólo turismos
¿Dónde está la parada de autobús?
¿Dónde está la parada de taxis?
Un billete de ida, por favor
Un billete de ida y vuelta, por favor

Phrases

Pray fee yearo be yaharenntren
Eye oon sir ve sea oh day ow toe boosesathear el thentrow
Eye oontren ab an airro pour el cass co anteagwo
So low tour issmoes
Don day esstalah par rar dah day ow toe boos
Don day esstalah par rar dah daytaxiss
Oon bee yet eh day ee dah pour fah vor
Oon bee yet eh day ee dah eebweltahpour fah vor

Una bicicleta (bici)
Un ciclomotor
Una motocicleta
Un coche
Una furgoneta
Un vehículo mixto
Un furgón
Un camión

Oo nah bee sea klet ah (bee sea)
Oon sea clou mow tor
Oo nah mow tow sea klet ah
Oonkohchay
Oo nah four gohnet ah
Oon vey hic coo low mix toe
Oon four gone
Ooncamiyon
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Travel

Pray fee yearo be yaharenntren
Eye oon sir ve sea oh day ow toe boosesathear el thentrow
Eye oontren ab an airro pour el cass co anteagwo
So low tour issmoes
Don day esstalah par rar dah day ow toe boos
Don day esstalah par rar dah daytaxiss
Oon bee yet eh day ee dah pour fah vor
Oon bee yet eh day ee dah eebweltahpour fah vor



South Town...

the history of San Javier, as is the case of other municipalities in this area, 
is influenced to a huge degree by its location on the inland shore of the mar 
menor, the largest saltwater lake in europe and one of the most recognizable 
geographic areas of Spain  

San javier

San javier
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The geological origins of the Mar Menor lie in the Tertiary 
It was between 65 million and 1.7 million years ago, 
when the Baetic mountains were being formed and the 
area which is now the inland sea was an open bay on 
the Mediterranean coast. As a result of the folding and 
rising of the land over a period of around 10 million years, 
the basin of the bay was filled with a large quantity of 
sediment from the countryside of the Cartagena Field 
and the rivers and floodwater which ran through  

THE TOWN  
By this point the Berber attacks had long since ceased 
and the population began in the can cos costers in the 
field or The bordure to grow significantly In 1809 there 
were 408 residents in San Javier, Roda and La Calavera, 
and by the time of the three-year Liberal government in 
Spain (1820-23) San Javier along with Sucina, Corvera 
and Pacheco Tower, was considered large enough to 
warrant its own Town Hall  

Unfortunately for the locals, though the French intervened 
and reinstated the absolutist monarchy and those localities 
with newly acquired Town Hall status were stripped of 
their privilege as a result: in the case of San Javier, this 
meant to return to being governed from Murcia  

Nonetheless, the growth of the town continued, and 
soon afterwards, on 9th March 1836, the independent 
municipality of San Javier was formed (in the same year 
as San Pedro del Pinatar) It included the villages of La 
Calavera. Grajuela Roda and Tarquinales, as well as 
pasture land in Los Alcázares and La Manga  

But the last years of the 19th century were not kind to 
San Javier, and economic hardship led many to leave 
and seek work in the mines of La Unión, or indeed much 
further afield in Oran, on the coast of Algeria. Those who 
were left numbered just 3,770 by the turn of the century, 
and they made their living as best they could as farmers, 
agricultural laborers, fishermen and artisans  

In 1888 a preacher named José Maria Barnuevo founded 
a new village on the shore of the Mar Menor, and named it 
after the religious and military order to which he belonged, 
the Orden Militar de Santiago. This village of course, was 

Santiago de la Ribera and along with the first houses the 
church dedicated to Santiago Apostle was also built in 
time for the town’s founding father to be buried there 

CuLturaL aCtiVitieS 
San Javier offers the widest range of cultural activities 
in the Murcia Region. As well as the many exhibitions 
of all kinds held throughout the year, it features theater 
productions, concerts etc. The excellent local facilities 
include art galleries, events halls and the magnificent 
Almansa Park Municipal Auditorium.  

The Festivals of San Javier are enviable and practically 
unrivaled. From June to September our residents and 
visitors can choose from a wide range of possibilities 
to spend their leisure time from diverse kinds of music 
performed by artists of today or the more specialized 
music of the International Jazz Festival, whose 
harmonious and rhythmic sounds fill the night air of San 
Javier during the month of July, In August the yet mythical 
International Theater, Music and Dance Festival, that 
with its more than fourty years’ existence, still achieves 
to surpass the foregoing events and brings the best of 
any kind of contemporary scenic art to the Almansa Park 
Auditorium.  

Another interesting cultural event takes place in 
September, namely the National Folklore Festival, which 
offers, apart form gala performances in the Auditorium, 
performances on the beaches of Santiago de la Ribera 
and La Manga del Mar Menor  

At San Javier, close to Mar Menor, something as simple 
as the birth of a child becomes a great event: visitors 
from right across Spain are attracted to the well-earned 
fame of the Seasonal Monument on display at the Belen 
of Spain Museum in the heart of town. Represented in 
figures crafted by Murcia’s top artists, the Monument 
occupies a space of nearly 1.6 km2 with representations 
of mysteries, local customs and ancient ways of working 
the land. As well as the indisputable quality of the figures, 
the waterwheels, soldiers, and etc. made up of moving 
figures and scenes of workers, windmills, watersheds, 
soldiers, etc.



ITV - Extension dates
due to lockdown

Due to the Covid 19 lockdown the ITV test stations 
have been closed.

If your ITV on your car was due during this time then 
the government has awarded extensions in order for 
you to be able to get your car through its ITV.

Here are the official new deadlines.
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Introducing a new British supermarket

Exclusive Stockists of

7,500 British and Tesco branded products

Puerto de Mazarrón C/Thomas Alva Edison, 1

E02496962 ICL New Store - Leaflet Brief A4 Oct19.indd   1 24/10/2019   09:27

Like us on facebook @TheFoodCo.Spain
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12 Spain’s most fascinating waterfalls 

Salto del nervión 
(Burgos/Álava)  
It is always better to start strong, so the first of the Spain’s 
most spectacular waterfalls is the Salto del Nervión. This 
waterfall has the honour of being the highest in the coun-
try, at over 220 metres high. 

The abundant flow of the river that gives it its name makes 
it grow or shrink depending on the time of year, even dry-
ing up in summer. Thus, it is best to visit it when its water-
course is loaded. 

Worth noting is that it is associated with Mount Santiago, a 
Natural Monument that also offers huge panoramic views 
of the Orduña Valley. Likewise, the place is in the middle 
of the border between Burgos and Álava. 

Rivers usually leave great postcards along their course, among which the waterfalls stand out. The abun-
dance of rivers and the rugged terrain create many of these landmarks throughout the Spanish geography. 
Ranging from complex waterfalls divided in several phases to the classic pictures of falls tens of metres 
high. A perfect addition to the forests and valleys that creates the river’s network. Here you have the Spain’s 
most fascinating waterfalls. 

Los Colores Waterfall 
(La palma)  
Canary Islands probably have the most peculiar wa-
terfall of the most fascinating ones in Spain. This 
is the so-called Los Colores waterfall, in La Palma. 
The color of the stone that forms it is quite psyche-
delic, going from yellow and red to green tones. 

These first two are generated by the iron of the wa-
ter, while the third one is the result of moss. The wa-
ter falls from a cut artificially made during the 60’s. 
It was intended to facilitate the collection of water 
from the Caldera de Taburiente, the Natural Park to 
which this landmark belongs. 



Salto de la póveda
(Guadalajara) 
Again, it is time to go to an artificial but beautiful place. 
Salto de la Poveda is one of the great elements of the 
Upper Tagus in Guadalajara. 

It is created by an old broken dam, whose mission was 
to supply the Chorrera reservoir with the Tagus, but 
today only remains the Taravilla lagoon. A viewpoint 
and a hiking route allow you to spend a day touring this 
beautiful natural environment of Guadalajara. 

monasterio de piedra
(Zaragoza) 
Natural and human actions have created a fantastic 
environment in the Monasterio de Piedra and its 
gardens. The abundance generated by the Piedra river 
is added to this historical enclosure. 

On its way down, it generates a myriad of waterfalls 
of very different shapes. From the vertical Cola del 
Caballo, not to be confused with the one in Ordesa, 
to the one in La Trinidad, this spot has several of the 
most fascinating waterfalls in Spain. Without a doubt, 
it is one of the most beautiful places in the province of 
Zaragoza. 

mundo river Jets 
(albacete) 
With a name like this, it was impossible for this river 
course not to have one of the most spectacular waterfalls 
in Spain. Located at its incredible source, in the Calares 
del Mundo y de la Sima Natural Park, it is one of the 
largest in the country at over 100 metres. 

Around it, an abundant green vegetation grows, which 
defies the classic image that one has of the province of 
Albacete. To see it, the best place is Riópar. 

orbaneja del Castillo  
(Burgos) 
Located in Orbaneja del Castillo itself, this waterfall 
divides Burgos into two halves. The waterfall is about 25 
metres long and is supplied by the Ebro. In addition to 
its location, which is extraordinary in itself as it is in the 
middle of a town, it stands out because the water comes 
out of a spring. 

Going up the groundwater course you can reach the 
other treasure of the place, the Cueva del Agua. Lakes 
and passageways intermingle in this site pierced in the 
bowels of the earth. In the opposite direction, the most 
abundant course in Spain creates the Natural Park of 
Alto Ebro and Rudrón gorges. 

Salto de la Póveda



Ézaro Waterfall 
(a Coruña) 
In Dumbría, waterfalls and the sea are joined by the Ézaro 
or del Jallas waterfall. The abundant rainfall in A Coruña 
and the protection of the Jallas River allows it to be active 
all year round, although it is in late autumn and winter 
when it flows most strongly. 

It runs down for 40 metres, more or less straight, to the 
Ézaro marina, almost at the mouth of the waterway. 

pozo de los Humos
(Salamanca) 
Miguel de Unamuno was dazzled by the Pozo de los 
Humos, a waterfall about 50 metres high. The river 
Uces is responsible for its greatness. It is also part of 
the Arribes del Duero Natural Park. During the months 
of greatest influx, from late November to May, the 
strength of the fall creates a spray effect that justifies 
the name of the place. 

In addition, in the surroundings there is the Pozo de 
las Vacas, another smaller waterfall caused by the 
bifurcation of the Uces River. The nearest towns to see 
this wonder of Salamanca are Masueco and Pereña.  

Cola de Caballo Waterfall
(Huesca) 
Besides having some of the best beech forests, 
valleys and routes that can be seen in Spain, the 
Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park has some 
stunning waterfalls. 

One of these is the Cola de Caballo waterfall, which 
has also a central role in a famous hiking route. 
With Torla as a starting point, you can reach this great 
waterfall of the Arazas River. On the way you pass by the 
also beautiful Gradas de Soaso. A perfect plan for nature 
lovers in the middle of the Huesca Pyrenees. 

La tobalina (Burgos) 
The horizontal factor is what makes the difference in 
La Tobalina. This waterfall in Burgos is “only” about 20 
metres high, but about 100 metres long. In addition, the 
Jerea, an Ebro tributary, forms a lagoon in which you can 
bathe during summer. 

However, it is during the mid-season when this landmark 
of Burgos located between La Orden and Pedrosa de 
Tobalina acquires its most spectacular side. Whether due 
to the spring thaw or the autumn rainfall, the waterfall 
becomes wild during part of these seasons. Salto de la Póveda

La Tobalina



aljibe (Guadalajara) 
Finally, we have to return to Guadalajara, in this case 
to the Serranía. In the middle of the Sierra de Ayllón 
is located the last of the most spectacular waterfalls in 
Spain selected. It is the Aljibe waterfall, near Campillo 
de Ranas. 

It is, therefore, an ideal supplement if you do the route 
through the black towns. Its name comes from the two 
phases into which it is divided, which seem to form tanks 
or reservoirs. A 10 kilometre marked trail leads to it from 
the district of El Espinar. 

a Seimeira de Vilagocende
(Lugo) 
Back in Galicia awaits the huge A Seimeira de 
Vilagocende. It is located in the council of Lugo A 
Fonsagrada, part of the Primitive Way to Santiago. It 
has 50 metres of fall immersed in a beautiful wooded 
environment. 

To get to see this waterfall, the largest in Galicia, it is 
best to walk along the route that is part of it. It only takes 
an hour to walk, as it is only a one-kilometre roundtrip. 
Among birches and oak trees, resonates one of the 
most fascinating waterfalls in Spain. 

 
Courtesy of fascinatingspain.com

Aljibe





El Valle Golf Resort is an exclusive place to live or 
holiday in Spain for all generations.  It was designed 
as the most exclusive of the golf resorts with luxuary 
villas and apartments set around a beautiful 18 hole 
desert style golf course .  It is a safe and gated resort 
with a 24 hour security guards who keep the entry 
gate safe but also assist in any emergency, such as 
health, motor.   

The resort is one of the best run resorts in the Murcia 
golf area.  It is like living in an exclusive park that 
offers swimming pools, tennis, paddle, basketball 
courts and outdoor gym.  It is a very safe place for 
children and families, with large green areas to 
play and enjoy the countryside together with many 
playgrounds for the younger children. It has all 
amenities on site sutch as a club house Restaurant 
and bar  

 It is situated very close to major links and access to 
the beaches  of the Mar Menor where you will find 
great water sports and sailing as well as other water 
sports are just 10 minutes away.  Also situated just 
25 minutes to Murcia city, a a beautiful historical 
city full of beautiful old buildings and little streets, 
a great place to visit for gastronomy, history and 
shopping.   And of course the golf course itself is one 

of the best and most popular18 hole Championship 
golf courses around.  It was designed by Jack 
Nicholas and it is sponsored by Nike.

Suplied by Murcia Golf Homes

Agents townsEl Valle Golf 
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find us at:
playa flamneca on Saturday

Zoco market on Sunday

also available from:



Passionate, sophisticated and devoted to living the 
good life, Spain is both a stereotype come to life and 
a country more diverse than you ever imagined.  

an epic Land 
Spain’s diverse landscapes stir the soul. The 
Pyrenees and the Picos de Europa are as beautiful 
as any mountain range on the continent, while the 
snowcapped Sierra Nevada rises up improbably 
from the sun-baked plains of Andalucía; these are 
hiking destinations of the highest order. The wildly 
beautiful cliffs of Spain’s Atlantic northwest are offset 
by the charming coves of the Mediterranean. And 
everywhere you go, villages of timeless beauty perch 
on hilltops, huddle in valleys and cling to coastal 
outcrops as tiny but resilient outposts of Old Spain.  

a Culinary feast 
Food and wine are national obsessions in Spain, 
and with good reason. The touchstones of Spanish 
cooking are deceptively simple: incalculable variety, 
traditional recipes handed down through the 
generations, and an innate willingness to experiment 
and see what comes out of the kitchen laboratory. 
You may experience the best meal ever via tapas 
in an earthy bar where everyone’s shouting, or via 
a meal prepared by a celebrity chef in the refined 
surrounds of a Michelin-starred restaurant. Either 
way, the breadth of gastronomic experience that 
awaits you is breathtaking.  

art imitates Life 
Poignantly windswept Roman ruins, cathedrals 
of rare power and incomparable jewels of Islamic 
architecture speak of a country where the great 
civilisations of history have risen, fallen and left 
behind their indelible mark. More recently, what 
other country could produce such rebellious and 
relentlessly creative spirits as Salvador Dalí, Pablo 
Picasso and Antoni Gaudí and place them front and 
centre in public life? Here, grand monuments to the 
past coexist alongside architectural creations of such 
daring that it becomes clear Spain’s future will be 
every bit as original as its past.  

fiestas & flamenco 
For all the talk of Spain’s history, this is a country that 
lives very much in the present and there’s a reason 
‘fiesta’ is one of the best-known words in the Spanish 
language – life itself is a fiesta here and everyone 
seems to be invited. Perhaps you’ll sense it along a 
crowded, post-midnight street when all the world has 
come out to play. Or maybe that moment will come 
when a flamenco performer touches something deep 
in your soul. Whenever it happens, you’ll find yourself 
nodding in recognition: this is Spain.  

Spain  Did you know?

Welcome to Spain 



Gran aLacanT
Gran alacant is a large residential tourism urbanisation, which has a friendly 
relaxed feel. many northern europeans have settled here permanently to 
enjoy the fabulous climate and beautiful beaches and sand dunes that the 
area affords. 

North Town...

Gran Alacant



The urbanisation is located on a hillside close to the 
sandy beaches with many of the properties enjoying 
a sea view. The area is just 15 kilometres south of 
Alicante and 6 km from Santa Pola. The international 
airport at Alicante is approximately 10 minutes 
drive. 
 
Beaches
Carabassi beach boasts 4 kilometres of wild natural 
and unspoilt sand dunes backed by a pine trees 
forest. The beaches of Santa Pola are also close 
by. 
 
excursions 
In Santa Pola you can visit the “salinas” or salt flats 
that are still in use and from where you can watch 
splendid sunsets.  
 
Santa Pola is also the town with one of the biggest 
fishing ports on the Mediterranean. Here you will 
find some excellent fish restaurants serving the local 
‘catch of the day’. An absolute “must” is a trip to 
the “Isla de la Tabarca” which was made a national 
Marine Reserve in 1986. The crystal clear waters and 
the fauna and flora, make it an authentic paradise for 
divers. 
 
Shopping 
There are supermarkets, restaurants, chemists in 
Gran Alacant and the nearby local towns of Santa 
Pola and Torrevieja have excellent markets. 
 

Cuisine 
There is a range of international restaurants to be 
found, serving menus influenced by flavours from 
the four corners of the globe. 

nightlife 
A wide variety of nightlife can be found at nearby 
Torrevieja, which is a short Taxi ride away. Here you 
will find internationally renowned discos and many 
lively bars and restaurants. 
 
Climate 
The Costa Blanca enjoys a typical Mediterranean 
climate, with cool sea breezes in summer and 
protection by surrounding mountains against the 
cold North winds in winter. The area averages nearly 
3,000 hours of sunshine each year and the average 
temperature easily exceeds 20 degrees.  
 
In 1986 the World Health Organisation recommended 
the climate of the area as one of the most equitable 
in the world - neither too hot in the summer nor too 
cold in the winter. On average it can boast 325 sunny 
days each year making it an ideal all year round 
destination

Gran aLacanT
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www.murciasunproperties.com - Email: info@murciasunproperties.co.uk

We Urgently need your property to sell,
we have clients wai ng to buy  
We Have New Builds
Resales Bank Owned Proper es 

+34 623 135 304  



ZeBra HomeS iS a dynamiC Company
Zebra Homes has been created from a team of 
Real Estate experts with more than 50 years 
experience.
This gives us the knowledge and skills that allows 
us to have a deep understanding of the areas where 
we work, as well as the current property market.
We are distinguished by a professional, personalised 
service, of absolute confidentiality and integrity, 
sound and effective and who will guide you until 
the task entrusted to us has been satisfactorily 
completed.

We take into account the needs of our customers, 
we are proud that our customers receive all our 
experience, to provide them with strategies and 
customised solutions that allow us to identify and 
achieve their objectives.

When choosing the right real estate team that is 
specialised in valuing your property and a who 
have knowledge of the diverse market will reduce 
the terms of sale or acquisition of your goods, 
checking the legal status of the operations and give 
a personal treatment to all processes and involved 
parties and thus be able to successfully carry out 
their real estate operations.the absence of conflicts 
of interest.

agent profile
Zebra Homes

tHe team 
An established team who always acts with prudence, 
impartiality and independence,
With more than 950 properties currently for sale on 
our website along the Costa Blanca, we can be sure 
to help find our clients their dream Place In The Sun.  
We pride ourselves on finding the “right” property for 
our clients.
Our values and convictions differentiate us in an 
increasingly competitive market. We enforce our 
experience and professional integrity by maintaining 
open and direct communication with our clients and 
business partners, in order to offer the highest quality 
service.  

Our job is to always offer you the best service, in tune 
with your wishes and anticipate your needs. As experts 
in the field, we believe it is our obligation to meet the 
expectations of the buyer and the seller in 
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Find out about the most significant festivals, religious 
celebrations and annual events that take place in the 
towns and villages along the Costa Blanca and in the 
province of Murcia... 

Spain is known for its festivals (fiestas), many of which 
originated in religious events but have evolved to be 
more general celebrations. Every city, town and village 
has its own festival, which includes feasting, colourful 
processions, fireworks and partying. 

Semana Santa - Holy Week 
Easter week is the most important Catholic tradition 
of the year in Spain. It begins on Domingo de Ramos 
(Palm Sunday) and ends on Lunes de Pascua (Easter 
Monday). 

There are street processions, with colourful confetti and 
a carnival atmosphere every night on the Costa Blanca, 
where religious icons are paraded through the streets, in 
re-enactments of the passion of Christ. 

While celebrations take place all over the coast, noteworthy 
processions are: 

In Crevillent on Tuesday before Good Friday 
The Holy Burial Procession in Orihuela on Easter 
Saturday  

The Palm Sunday procession in Elche, which dates back 
to 1371 

In the province of Murcia, noteworthy processions are 
found in Cartagena, Jumilla, Murcia and Moratalla. Other 
festivals include: 

The Easter fiesta in Lorca, during which a procession of 
citizens playing Romans, Christians and Egyptians move 
through the streets on elaborate floats, horseback or in 
chariots  

In Murcia city, Salzillo’s Holy Week sculptures are paraded 
through the town  

The Royal Brotherhood of Our Father Jesus Resuscitated 
organises a single procession held in the morning of 
Easter Sunday to round off 10 days of procession and 
celebration in Cartagena 

moros y Cristianos - moors and Christians 
This festival commemorates the Reconquista, or the re-
establishment of Christian rule in Spain. 

Locals dress as either Moors or Christians for the occasion 
and re-enact battles. Costumes are spectacular and there 
are firework displays. 

Towns celebrate Moros y Cristianos on different dates: 
The town of Alcoy and Baneres in Alicante celebrate at 
the end of April 
Altea celebrates in the last week of September.  

  
fiestas patronales - patron Saints’ days 
Each town and village in Spain has a feast day to celebrate 
its patron saint, who is thought to protect the town. These 
festivities generally last one week and processions and 
dancing replace work - most shops and businesses close 
down during this period. Often giant paellas are cooked 
in the streets and a beauty contest runs parallel to the 
event. 

Dates vary from place to place but local tourist offices can 
provide information. 

all Saints’ day (festividad de todos los Santos) 
Celebrated annually on 1 November, Todos los Santos is a 
national public holiday (banks and shops close) honouring 
the dead. Traditionally, Spanish families get together 
at the graves of their deceased relatives and lay down 
flowers. There are religious services in the churches and 
cemeteries over the course of the day. Specific foods are 
associated with this event: these may vary from region to 
region. 

main festivals along the Costa Blanca 

the Hogueras de San Juan - San Juan Bonfires 
An amalgamation of the ancient pagan celebration of the 
summer solstice, and the Christian feast of San Juan in 
June, which sees Hogueras (paper maché figures) placed 
around town. Live music and dancing take place through 
the night. 

The culmination of the festivities is El Dia de San Juan, 
when a huge palm tree-shaped firework is set off from 
Alicante castle and simultaneously the Hogueras are set 
alight. A beauty contest accompanies the celebrations. 
Five nights of fireworks, starting at midnight, follow the 
fiesta. 

San Vicente ferrer 
This fiesta is one of the most important for the town of 
Teulada and honours the patron saint, Vincente Ferrer 
who was born and lived in the town. Ferrer is said to have 
blessed the town to protect it from the plague. 

Ten days of colourful parades, live music and dancing and 
religious re-enactments take place in the week around 15 
April. 

Celebrations are also held in San Vicente del Raspeig the 
weekend following Easter Sunday.  

Spain and it’s Fiestas



fallas - fire festival 
This major pyrotechnic festival takes place for five days 
every March and honours Saint Joseph, patron saint of 
carpenters. 

A vast array of paper maché figures known as ninots are 
made. These are satirical representations of local figures 
(actors, bull fighters). The figures are ceremoniously 
stuffed with fireworks and set alight on the day known as 
La Crema, the festival’s culmination, although one ninot is 
saved by popular vote and placed in the Museum of the 
Ninot. 

there are also boisterous, daily firework contests. 
Valencia has the most spectacular Fallas celebrations, 
but there are also festivities in Benidorm, Bunol, Calpe, 
Denia, Gandia, Oliva, Pego, and Sueca. 

feria de mayo - may fiesta 
This event in May was started by an Andalucian exile living 
in Torrevieja as a street party outside the bar he owned. 
It has now grown in popularity, staged on the Torrevieja 
fairground and celebrates all things Andalucian, including 
flamenco music, traditional costumes and Andalucian 
horses, which perform equestrian displays. 

There are many stalls serving sherry, tapas and the ever-
present churros y chocolate. Many well-known Spanish 
artists come to perform traditional music. 

main festivals along the Costa Calida 

international Jazz festival in San Javier 
A celebration of international jazz held annually in the 
months of June and July in San Javier. This event brings 
together famous jazz acts from around the world. 

festival of the Holy Cross Caravaca (fiestas de la 
Santisima Cruz de Caravaca) 
This festival celebrates the arrival of the Holy Reliquary 
in 1232 in Caravaca de la Cruz, when the town adopted 
the Catholic faith. The festival spans four days in the 
beginning of May. There is a special mass, followed by a 
riderless horse race (caballos de vino) to the castle, mock 
skirmishes and processions of Moors and Christians. 

epiphany 
Epiphany is marked with plays and processions in Aledo 
and Churro in the province of Murcia. There are plays 
and processions all over Spain, and there are important 
performances in Aledo and Churro in Murcia. The three 
kings Melchor, Gasper and Balthazar distribute the gifts 
on 6 January. 

Burial of the Sardine (Entierro de la Sardina) 

This festival signals the climax of the April Spring Festival. 
There is a procession of 20 Sardinero-themed floats, 
giant (gigantes) and big-head (cabezudos) characters, 
torch-bearers, entertainers, demons and Brazilian samba 
groups. Afterwards, toys are distributed among the crowd. 
The night before the sardine burial, Ms Sardine reads a 
testament at the town hall. 

At the close of the festival, a giant effigy of the Lenten 
sardine is hit with fireworks until it catches fire. 

aguilas Carnival (Carnaval de Águilas) 
The carnival takes place a fortnight before the start of 
Lent in Águilas. Carnival groups unveil their costumes on 
Sunday and parades take place until Shrove Tuesday. 
Visitors can also sample local food and drink. 

festival of the miner’s Lamp (festival internacional 
del Cante de las minas) 
The Festival of the Miner’s Lamp is a dance competition 
held in the mining town of La Unión. For a week, performers, 
often accompanied by local musicians, compete in the 
public market place for the coveted Miner’s Lamp trophy. 

three Cultures international festival 
A festival celebrating multiculturalism and promoting 
tolerance, with activities and festivities centered around 
Judaism, Islam and Christianity. There are a range of 
concerts, dance and art themed activities to encourage 
the understanding and expression of different cultures and 
ideas. The event is held in May and June in the streets 
and squares of Murcia. 

Information provided by AngloINFO.com 



This course had its moment of glory when it hosted the 
Spanish Senior Professional Competition 2011. Now it 
is ready to challenge golfers of all levels and ability. 

Designed by Nicklaus Design, La Torre Golf offers 18 
holes, par 68 with 4 tee boxes. It has more than 5 hectors 
of bunkers that separate the holes, creating a strategic 
design where shot selection is most important. Also, 
a dense grass surrounds the bunkers which creates 
shots of optimum wind effect. Therefore, the course 
offers difficult conditions but also impeccable surfaces 
that make the course a pleasure to play.  

La Torre Golf is ideal for both mid to high handicap 
golfers. At the same time, La Torre Golf offers a 
challenge to experienced golfers where from the back 
tees you will have to play very strategically in order to 
find the fairways. To complete the offer, La Torre Golf 
offers magnificent practice facilities which makes it a 
must to play for all golfers.  

Let’s Play Golf
La Torre Golf 

Year Built  2009

Designer/s  Jack Nickolas

Layout difficulty  5 (1 easy to 5 hard) 
Approx. tee interval  10 min.  
Buggy recommended  Not necessary  
Buggy allowed in fairway, Yes  

Green Fee, normal price 60€

The Current rate due to Covid-19 is 35€ with Buggies 
at 15€ but only 1 person to a buggy unless there are 
from the same Household.



La Torre Golf Due to covid 19 our 
opening times are 
changing. Please 
Telephone for 
new opening 
times



This is essential reading for anyone letting out or renting a 
property in Spain from March 2020. But please check for latest 
changes as this will be updated and changed, no doubt.

Spain has brought in a new government decree regulating 
rentals across Spain that offer improved protection for 
tenants. 
 
The new measures, which came into effect from March 6th, will 
only apply to new lease agreements and not those that have 
been signed before that date. 

The new set of rental changes which give homeowners greater 
veto powers against holiday home rentals within their building 
and offer extra security for tenants by extending the length of 
their contracts and capping rent hikes. 

these are the key elements of the new decree. 
 
Longer leases 
Average tenancy contracts will go from being three to five 
years long, or seven years in cases where the landlord is a 
legal entity – a company rather than an individual landlord. It’s 
a measure meant to give greater security to the tenant, but the 
measure, as is the case with all others, isn’t retroactive. 

In cases where the rental agreement expires and neither the 
landlord nor the tenant make their intentions on the property 
known, the implicit renewal of the tenancy agreement (known 
as plazo de prórroga tácita in Spanish) will now be of three 
years rather than one. 
 
Longer terms of notice 
After the mandatory renewal period outlined above, landlords 
are legally obliged to provide four months’ notice to end the 
contract – up from a previous two months. 
Meanwhile tenants must now give two months’ notice instead 
of one. 
 
Limited rent hikes 
The new decree determines that the rent is not to be increased 
above the consumer price index (CPI) – a measure of inflation 
– bringing an end to contracts that have annual rent rises 
written in.  
 
price benchmark system 
The decree outlines a new state benchmark index for rental 
prices so that renters can see whether the asking price of any 
given property is realistic for the area. 
The index, which will be created by December 2019, will provide 
average prices of rentals across Spain based on supply and 
demand and will serve as a useful tool to determine whether a 
rental property is good value. 
 
maximum two-month’s deposit 
Landlords will be able to ask their tenants one month rent as 
a deposit, and any additional guarantee will be limited to the 
equivalent of two months rent, unless the tenancy contract is 
longer than the now five-years standard length. 
Landlords who are legal entities or companies will now also 
have to cover all agency and contract costs by law (gastos de 

gestión inmobiliaria y de formalización del contrato). 
According to the decree it will now also be easier for the landlord 
and tenant to reach an agreement to revamp or improve the 
dwelling before the end of the tenancy contract.  
 
added protection for tenants 
Those who have contracts that have not been officially 
registered with the Property Registry will be afforded the same 
legal protection as those that have, according to the decree.  
This means that even if the house is sold with a sitting tenant, 
that lease agreement must be respected. 
 
evictions 
In a nation where evictions have become so rife, the new law 
finally attempts to limit the damage. 
All eviction requests must first be evaluated by social services 
to determine whether the tenant is considered in a “vulnerable 
situation”. If deemed to be so, then the tenant will be given a 
grace period of one month -  or three months if the landlord is a 
commercial enterprise – in order to find new accommodation. 
It also states that the date and time of the eviction must be 
communicated to the tenant via a judge, effectively bringing an 
end to the surprise evictions that have become so notorious in 
Spain. 
 
protection against holiday rentals 
This change  in the law will allow property owners as a collective 
to decide whether or not to allow short-term holiday rentals in 
their buildings by calling a vote. 

For homestay portals such as Airbnb to be able to operate in 
any given building, three quarters of the owners that make up a 
homeowners’/residents’ association will have to approve their 
entry. 

The same ratio will be needed to increase any levees meant 
to cater for short-term holiday rentals in their building. The 
measure is again not retroactive so can’t apply to any properties 
currently being rented out for short stays. 

Source: The Local 

 

House rental

What you need to know about Spain’s new rental laws
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9th april  
Time to take Kieran and Jess back to the airport first thing their 
flight is out of Alicante at 11.45, I am sad to see them go, such 
a short visit and awful weather for them but it was great to see 
them, weather seems to be brighter today. 

We saw geeps on the way to the Airport, all over the road just 
outside of my hamlet. See why you have to allow plenty of time. 
Geeps are what they call the sheep/ goats. Yes, they are a 
cross between a sheep and a goat. Amazing what useless bits 
of information I collect. 

10th april 
Gray has been and treated the house he is another god send. 
Nothing has been too much trouble, we had something called 
a wood beetle in the beam. He has treated all the walls for 
termites and the beam for wood beetles. He also gave us some 
stuff to get rid of woodlice as we seem to have armies of them in 
the front and back garden www.termitedoctor.es . We are going 
to stay in Mazarron (well Bolnuevo) tonight as the stuff Grey is 
spraying in the house is dangerous to Charlie. When we get 
back tomorrow, I must mop the floors prior to Charlie going in 
the house. 

I have packed a bag and Charlie’s belongings basket bowl etc, 
I have remembered my plug for the hairdryer!  

It is Scorchio! the weather is beautiful poor Kieran and jess why 
couldn’t the weather be like this while they were here its 30 
degrees. 

11th april 
We are back home, so I have mopped the floors. Then I have 
emailed our lawyer that was sorting our residency, saying I 
wished to make an appointment to see him. I got a reply saying, 
“We will sort an appointment for your residency as soon as 
one becomes available and get back to you”. I had great joy in 
replying “residency sorted. I require a refund when can we have 
an appointment”. he he  

13th april 
We have been car hunting today! Wow talk about expensive. 
Second-hand cars in Spain are not cheap. We have decided we 
would like a 4x4 as the weather is not always great here, and 
we live in the middle of nowhere. Hmm, 4x4 which one we have 
set a budget I fancy a Mercedes Chris wants a Volkswagen 
touareg. I am going to have a chat with my brother in law (Simon) 
he knows more about cars than us. Simon has recommended 
the Seat Ateca. But that is too much money for us that is a 
newer car. He also recommended we stay away from the 2.5 
TDI touareg very noisy and slow, seemingly it was a van engine 
originally! Good to know, also good job we didn’t buy the one we 
just saw. Well to be fair I didn’t think it was shinny enough and 
anyway. He has recommended a 3.0 V6 TDI instead trouble is 
we cannot find one. 

My hubby is a whimp. He has decided he wants to watch a film 
“Crucifixion”. I have told him it is a horror film, but he’s decided 
he is being brave and wants to watch it. I know he will have 
nightmares. He sat all the way through the film terrified, jumping 
and shouting Turn it off! He wanted a horror film on, he will 
sit and watch it! its just a film nutter, lol. I know I’m evil, just 
getting my own back for the comfort incident, Yes, we never 
forget. Steve says I should put on “Strangers” I am not watching 
anymore scary films with Chris. I had to put the light on in the 
kitchen for him he was too scared to go in, I am sure even 
Charlie is laughing at him. 

14th april 
We are having a day off at the beach we cannot be bothered 
car hunting today. There are only so many cars you can look 
at. Plus, the weather is beautiful, 36 degrees. What a change 
when Kieran and Jess where here we all had big coats on. Oh, 
and I have the feeling Chris didn’t sleep great !! yes, I know I’m 
a bad person. 

15th april 
More car hunting, I cannot find what I want. I have seen a few 
but nothing that seems worth the money. Although I have found 
a beautiful 4x4 Mercedes Avant Garde, but it is 4.0 and €5,000 
more than I wanted to spend, but its light shiny Blue, in mint 
condition, and shiny I want it. 

We also went to the attorney’s office to sort the refund for our 
residency, as we have still had not had a reply from them. I think 
he was surprised to see us, oh well! he promises he will sort the 
refund. Not sure why he couldn’t do it there and then. But I will 
give him a week, and if it’s not in my account I will be back. Ooh! 
I Sound like the terminator. 

Steve wanted more cooking tips today this time Fajitas think he 
heard I made them for Kieran. He has sent me pictures saying 
they taste like mine and he is stuffed, should think so, he used 
a kilo of chicken! Greedy monkey.  

The Journey - Vintage pilgrim
ArrivedBy Carol Hughes
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